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The  third  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Society  took  place  on  Friday, 
April  30th,  1852,  in  the  large  room  at  Exeter  Hall. 

The  Duke  of  Ma^s^chestee  presided.  There  were  also  on  the 
platform — 

The  Earl  of  Galloway ;  Viscount  Bernard,  M.P.  ;  the  Bishop  of  Cashel ;  the 
Bishop  of  Bombay  ;  Sir  Digby  Mackworth,  Bart.  ;  the  Hon.  Somerset  Max- 
well ;  J.  C.  Colquhoun,  Esq. ;  J.  E.  Gordon,  Esq.  ;  C.  H.  Frewen,  Esq.,  M.P.  ; 
the  Hon.  Colonel  Spencer;  the  Ven.  Archdeacon  Irwin ;  Admiral  Vernon  Har- 
coiirt  ;  Col.  Alexander ;  J.  H.  Frere,  Esq.  ;  T.  Beauchamp  Proctor,  Esq.  ; 
Samuel  Warren,  Esq.,  Q.C.  ;  A.  G.  Stapleton,  Esq.  ;  W.  Broderick,  Esq.  ;  T. 
Warner,  Esq.  ;  John  Hawkesworth,  Esq.  ;  Robert  Alexander,  Esq. ;  Col. 
Fielding  ;,  J.  M.  Knott,  Esq.  ;  George  Maxwell,  Esq.  ;  James  Guthrie,  Esq.  ; 
John  Temple  Reilly,  Esq.  ;  Robert  Basil  Woodd,  Esq. ;  Dr.  W.  H.  C.  Grey  ; 
J.  Lynn,  Esq.  ;  John  Bockett,  Esq,  ;  R.  B.  Seeley,  Esq.  ;  James  Baiss,  Esq.  ; 
Revs.  Sir  C.  B.  Leighton,  Bart.,  A.  R.  C.  Dallas,  Robert  Bickersteth,  T. 
Nolan,  M.  M.  Preston,  W.  Wilkinson,  W.  Marrable,  J.  E.  White,  C.  T.  Wil- 
kinson, W.  Windle,  R.  P.  Plumptre,  R.  J.  L.  M'Ghee,  John  Scott,  W.  Tyler, 
T.  R.  Birks,  M.  Thomas,  D.  M'Anally,  J.  N.  Griffin,  J.  S.  Thelwall,  J.  Cohen, 
T.  Tate,  J.  Keeling,  Edward  J.  Speck,  J.  C.  Ryle,  J.  Kelly,  H.  Robbins,  A.  B. 
Burton,  B.  Charlesworth,  A.  Digby  Campbell,  David  Carson,  George  Stopfoixi, 
H.  H.  Pearson,  R.  Heap,  J.  Boone,  A.  Hamilton,  T.  Gardiner,  Edward  Chap- 
man, C.  Greg,  Charles  A.  Bury,  J.  H.  Miller,  George  Robinson,  Edward  B. 
Laurence,  H.  Jarvis,  George  Mansfield,  W.  J.  Hutching,  J.  Fletcher  Bicker- 
dike,  G.  J.  Tubbs,  —  Plumptre,  Charles  Dallas,  W.  Brock,  C.  F.  Childe,  W. 
Vincent,  J.  Moriarty,  J.  E.  Armstrong,  LL.D.,  C.  J.  Goodhart,  E.  R.  Jones, 
E.  Day,  H.  A.  Bowles,  J.  R.  Clayton,  A.  R.  G.  Thomas,  E.  Tottenham,  J.  L. 
Eennet,  J.  S.  Sergeant,  &c.  &c. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Bickersteth  having  implored  the  Divine  blessing 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  day,  his  Grace,  the  Chaibmak  called  on  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Dallas  to  read  the  report. 

[Here  followed  the  Report,] 

The  Chairman. — I  have  to  state  to  the  meeting  that  it  was  intended  that 
Lord  Roden  should  have  moved  the  first  resolution,  but  my  noble  friend  has 
sent  me  a  note,  this  morning,  in  which  he  says  he  is  obliged  to  attend  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Lords  to  day,  until  four  o'clock,  and,  therefore,  cannot 
be  present,  but  begs  that  you  will  take  the  will  for  the  deed.  In  his  lordship's 
absence.  Sir  Digby  Mackworth  has  kindly  consented  to  move  the  first  resolu- 
tion, and,  with  the  permission  of  the  meeting,  I  will  now  call  upon  him  to  do  so. 
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Sir  Diqby  Mackworth  then  rose,  and  said — My  lord  and  Christian  friends, 
I  am  sure  you  will  all  appreciate  the  disadvantage  under  which  I  rise  to 
address  you,  even  for  the  very  short  time  I  shall  occupy  your  attention,  in  the 
disappointment  which  you,  as  well  as  myself,  have  encountered  in  not  having 
the  perfect  detail  which  I  know  Lord  Roden  would  have  been  prepared  to 
give,  had  he  been  enabled  to  attend.  You  are  aware  that  his  lordship  has 
been  personally  present  in  the  field  of  the  Society's  operations,  and  viewed 
the  results  of  its  work,  and  that  he  has  given  to  the  public  his  own  statement 
of  what  he  witnessed  with  his  own  eyes,  and  considering  this,  and  the  public 
labours  of  Lord  Roden,  his  high  character,  known  Protestant  sentiments,  the 
position  he  occupies,  the  advantage  he  has  enjoyed  in  visiting  yearly  our 
missions  in  Western  Ireland,  I  am  sure  you  will  fully  enter  into  the  disap- 
pointment I  feel  in  common  with  you  all,  in  not  having  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  his  graphic  details  on  this  occasion.  (Hear,  hear.)  For  myself, 
I  have  merely  undertaken  to  say  a  few  words  in  order  that  the  harmony 
of  the  proceedings  may  not  be  interrupted  by  a  hiatus  in  the  number 
of  the  speakers ;  but  having  listened  with  intense  interest  to  the  Report, 
I  cannot  help  coming  to  one  or  two  conclusions  in  which  I  think  it  is 
very  possible  you  will  join  with  me.  The  first  is,  that  not  only  is  the  work — 
as  the  Report  states — entirely  of  God,  who  in  His  great  mercy  is  pleased  to 
make  use  of  this  Society  as  His  humble  instrument  in  carrying  it  out,  but 
that  it  is  proved  to  be  so,  by  having  been  called  forth  into  existence  by  what 
God  has  been  pleased  himself  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  where,  with  the  aid  of  the  Protestant  friends  of  that  country,  means 
have  been  provided  for  the  Society's  labours  far  beyond  the  hopes  of  the 
Society  itself,  and  in  such  a  ratio  and  extent,  that  the  work  has  now  almost 
in  its  early  birth,  become  a  great  Christian  mission.  (Applause.)  And  if  we 
look  to  the  remarkable  and  numerous  blessings  God  has  bestowed  upon  it,  in 
the  vast  number  of  converts,  and  reflect  that  they  are  our  own  countrymen, 
and  that  their  happiness  is  bound  up  in  ours,  and  ours  in  theirs — and  that  in 
religion,  in  politics,  and  in  commerce,  the  interest  of  the  two  countries  are,  to 
a  large  extent,  identical,  we  must  admit,  I  think,  that  this  Society  stands, 
perhaps,  in  the  most  pre-eminent  position  of  all  the  religious  societies  in 
England.  (Hear.)  I  trust  this  will  be  borne  in  your  minds,  and  when  you  hear 
the  vast  progress  which  the  report  tells  us  has  been  made  in  the  county  of 
Galway,  you  will  not,  I  think,  be  surprised  when  I  tell  you  that  a  Roman 
Catholic  magistrate  conversing  the  other  day  in  general  terms,  declared  that 
Galway  had  become  Protestant.  (Loud  applause.)  I  trust,  ere  long,  that 
gentlemen's  words  will  be  literally  carried  out.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  am  not  with- 
out hope  that  it  will  be  so  in  our  own  day,  and  cordially  subscribing  to  the 
sentiment  so  naturally  and  so  cordially  expressed  by  the  Society,  that  it  may 
continue  to  carry  on  its  work  in  humble  prayer,  not  boasting  of  its  success, 
but  as  the  favour  of  God  shown  to  it,  and  that  all  the  praise  and  all  the 
honour  will  be  ascribed  to  Him  to  whom  they  are  due,  I  beg  to  submit  the 
following  resolution : — 

"  That  the  Report  and  statement  of  accounts  now  read  be  received,  adopted,  and 
printed  for  circulation  That  in  the  third  paragraph  of  the  constitution  of  the  Society, 
the  word  '*  tiiirty  "  be  substituted  for  "  twenty-four,"  with  reference  to  the  numbers  of 
the  Lay  Members  of  the  Committee,  and  that  the  following  gentlemen  constitute  the 
Committee  for  the  ensuing  year : — The  hon.  Arthur  Kinnaird  ;  Sir  T.  W.  Blomefield, 
Bart. ;  Sir  Digby  Mackworth,  Bart. ;  Sir  John  Warrender,  Bart. ;  Sir  John  Dean  Paul, 
Bart. ;  Right  hon.  Joseph  Napier,  M.P. ;  John  P.  Plumptre,  Esq. ;  C.  A.  Moody,  Esq., 
M.P. ;  Geo.  A.  Hamilton,  Esq,,M.P. ;  Chas.  H.  Frewen,  Esq.,  M.P. ;  Rear-Admiral 
Hope ;  J.  C.  Colquhoun,  E«q.  ;  Anthony  Lefroy,  Esq. ;  Admiral  Vernon  Harcourt ; 
Rev.  E.  Hollond;  Rev.  Daniel  Wilson;  Rev.  T.  R.  Birks ;  Rev.  A.  Dallas;  Rev.  R. 
Bickcrsteth;  Rev.  W.  Cadman;  Rev.  M.  M.  Preston;  Rev.  T.Nolan;  Captain  Trotter  ; 
J.  E.  Gordon,  Esq. ;  Alex.  Gordon,  Esq. ;  John  Bridges,  Esq. ;  Robt.  B.  Seeley,  Esq. ; 
Colonel  Alexander;  John  G.  Sheppard,  Esq.;  W.  Leveson  Gower,  Ej^q.;  Stephen  A. 
Hankey,  Esq. ;  William  Long,  Esq. ;  T.  Beauchamp  Proctor,  Esq. ;  Evan  M.  Baillie, 
Esq.,  Jun. ;    Sir  Brook  Bridges,  Bart.,  M.P." 


The  Rev.  Robert  Bickersteth  said, — In  rising  to  second  the  resolutioa 

hich  has  been  so  kindly  moved  by  Sir  Digby  Mackworth,  I  cannot  refrain 

om  calling  on  the  meeting  to  unite  with  me  in  humble  thankfulness  and 

raise  to  Almighty  God  for  the  unexampled  measure  of  success  which  he  has 

len  graciously  pleased  to  pour  down  on  the  labours  of  the  Society. — IMy  lord, 

is  a  pleasant  and  a  joyful  thing  to  be  thankful — Praise  is  emphatically  the 

nployment  of  heaven  ;  and  if  we  would  approach  a  heavenly  spirit,  we  must 

rive  to  adopt  the  language  of  praise.     The  report  which  has  been  read  to  us 

-day  furnishes  abundant  material  for  praise.  (Applause.)     For,  look  for  a 

oment  at  the  real  circumstances  and  facts  of  the  case  which    have    been 

•ought  before  us  in  that  report.     It  is,  I  think,  well  known  to  most  here 

■esent,  that  some  four  or  live  years  ago,  when  a  small  company  of  Christian 

en  met  together  in  this  metropolis,  to  consider  what  they  could  do  for  the 

iritual  welfare  of  the  Romanists  of  Ireland  ;    and  when  they  organized  this 

)ciety,  as  it  at  present  exists,  they  expressed  a  prayerful  hope  that  if  it 

ould  meet  with  that  measure  of  support  which  they  anticipated  from  the 

iristian  public  of  this  country,  then,  in  the  course  of  some  ten  years  of  per- 

vering  effort,  they  would  be  able  to  make  some  decided  impression  on  the 

rtress  of  Romanism  in  Ireland.     Such  were  the  anticipations  of  those  who 

ganized  this  Society  some  four  or  five  years  ago.     How  have  those  anticipa- 

•ns   been  realized  1    (Hear,  hear.)     This  is  but  our  third  anniversary  ; — 

'ictly  speaking  it  is  but  the   third  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Society  ; 

:  though,  as  you  are  probably  aware,  by  a  sort  of  anomalous  proceeding, 

;  have  generally  two  anniversary  meetings  in  the  course  of  one  year  -  that 

we   find  the  events  crowd  upon  us  so  rapidly — the  details  we  have  to 

port   are   so  numerous  and  so  interesting,  that  the  Committee  find  they 

•ve  not  the  retentive  power  to  keep  them  for  twelve  months  uncommuni- 

ted — and  consequently,  when  November  comes,  we  have  an  extra  meeting 

cheer  us,  with  a  May  anniversary  in  the  midst  of  those  dark  and  gloomy 

ys.  (Hear,  hear.)     But  though  we  hold  two  meetings  in  each  year,  still  this 

Dnly  our  third  anniversary.  (Hear,  hear.)    And  what  are  the  results  we  have 

•w  to  communicate  1     We  are  able,  in  the  language  of  sober  truth,  to  state 

it  a  severer  blow  has  been  inflicted  on  Romanism  in  Ireland  than  it  has 

iT  sustained  since  the  days  of  the  Reformation  (loud  applause) ;  that  the 

vement,  originating  in  the  west,  and  spreading  to  the  east  and  ramifying 

•ough  the  north  and  south,  now  pervades  every  part  of  Ireland  with  its 

laence.    (Applause.)      We   are  able   to   tell  of  the   conversion  of  tens   of 

•usands  of  our  fellow-countrymen  in  Ireland — (more  applause) — we    are 

ibled  to  say  that  the  movement  has  resulted  in  the  abandonment  of  many 

the  Roman  Ca':holic   chapels   in  that  country  (hear,   hear),  in  the  open 

ilaration  on  the  part  of  Romish  priests  in  Ireland,  that  Christianity  (by 

ich  they  mean  Popery),  is  being  driven  from  the  ?hores  of  Ireland  (much 

)iause)  ; — we  are  able  to  affirm  that  it  has  resulted  in  a  statement  made  in 

)lic  by  some  of  the  Roman  Catholic  priests,  that  the  Romish  Church  is 

tening  on  to  destruction.  (Great  applause.)     Surely  these  things  call  for 

■  feigned  thankfulness  and  praise  to  Almighty  God.  (Hear,  hear.)    And  when 

consider  a  further  fact  in  reference  to  the  progress  of  this  movement — that 

las  been  deemed,  in  the  eye  of  the  Romish  hierarchy  of  Ireland,  a  movement 

0  important  a  character,  that  all  the  skill  of  that  hierarchy  has  been  called 

)  requisition  to  construct  a  vast  organization,  called  the  "  Catholic  Defence 

ociation,"  avowedly   for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  and  destroying  this 

^ard   movement ;    with   all  these   facts  before   us  —with   such  important 

ilts  achieved  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  it  would  indeed  be  ungrateful 

unbecoming  in  us  not  to  raise  an  Ebenezer  of  praise  and  thankfulness  to 

lighty  God ;  not  indeed  boasting  of  the  results  which  have  been  brought 

■ass  as  though  they  were  in  any  measure  to  be  attributed  to  any  skill  or 

iom  of  ours— but,  humbling  ourselves  in  the  very  dust  before  the  throne  of 

I,  acknowledging  our  unworthiness,  our  insignificance,  and  insufficiency, 

1st  adoring  the  immensity  of  His  wisdom,  His  power,  and  His  love,  in  conde- 

iding  to  make  use  of  such  instruments  as  we  are,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
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ends  so  conducive  to  the  present  welfare,  the  eternal  happiness  of  man,  and  t 
glory  of  our  great  Redeemer's  name.  (Applause.)  One  object  of  the?e  am 
versary  meetings  is  to  recount  our  past  progress,  to  explain  what  we  have  be 
doing  during  the  previous  year,  and  to  encourage  and  excite  each  other  to 
forward  with  redoubled  eflforts  and  increased  dependance  on  the  Divi 
blessing.  Now,  if  I  look  at  the  results  which  we  have  to  tell  to-day  as  co 
trasted  with  what  we  had  to  tell  in  May,  last  year,  I  find  ample  cause 
sincere  thankfulness  to  Almighty  God. 

When  we  met  here  in  May,  last  year,  the  number  of  our  Missionaries  wai 
the  number  of  our  Lay  Agents,  4  ;  the  number  of  our  Readers,  83  ;  t 
number  of  our  Schoolmasters,  28  ;  and  the  number  of  our  Schoolmistresses,  1. 
making  a  total  of  141  persons  employed  as  officers  of  the  Society  in  carry ii 
out  its  work  in  Ireland. 

But  what  have  we  heard  to-day  in  the  report  ?     You  have  been  told  that 
place  of  13  missionaries  which  we  had  in   1861,  we  have  now  28  (hear)  ; 
place  of  the  4  lay  agents  we  then  had,  we  have  13  ;  in  place  of  the  83  readei 
we  have  now  124  ;  in  place  of  the  28  schoolmasters,  we  have  now  61  ;  and 
place  of  the  1 3  schoolmistresses,  we  have  now  4 1  (loud  applause) ;  and  ^ 
have  this  striking  contrast  between  the  total  numbers  of  persons  employed 
1851,  and  those  employed  in  1852 — that  whereas  we  had  then  to  tell  of  ]• 
agents  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Society,  w^e  have  now  to  tell  of  26 
(Applause.)     Now  I  think  you  will  all  agree  with  me  that  this  is  eviden 
that  the  Committee  have  not  been  asleep  during  the  past  year,  but  that  as  G( 
has  made  openings,  they  have  pushed  into  them,  and  zealously  and  energetical 
carried  forward  the  great  work  they  are  organized  to  promote.  (Hear,  heai 
When  I  last  had  the  opportunity  of  advocating  the  claims  of  this  Society  at  j 
anniversary   meeting,  I  had  not  had  the  advantage  of  visiting  the  missi< 
stations  in  Ireland,  and  observing  for  myself  the  reality  and  extent  of  the  wo: 
— but  since  then,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  I  have  had  the  great  privile; 
and  advantage  of  visiting  the  various  mission  stations  in  Ireland,  and  I  no 
stand  here  prepared  to  speak,  not  merely  from  written  communications,  bi 
from  what  I  have  myself  seen  and  witnessed  in  that  country,  of  the  extraorc 
nary  nature  of  the  movement  there  going  forward. 

I  will  not  detain  the  meeting  by  enumerating  at  length  the  details  of  n 
tour  of  inspection,  but  will  state  generally,  that  I  visited  the  mission  station 
Dublin  ;  I  had  the  privilege  of  conversing  with  the  Readers  of  the  Society,  wl 
are  employed  to  the  number  of  between  30  and  40  in  visiting  and  instructir 
week  by  week  some  2000  Romanists  in  Dublin.  I  attended  the  interestir 
enquiring  class  at  St.  Michael's  Schoolroom,  crowded  as  it  was  with  persoi 
eager  to  investigate  the  errors  of  Romanism  as  compared  with  God's  holy  wore 
I  can  safely  say  that  I  never  before  was  present  at  a  meeting  where  so  muc 
earnestness  of  purpose  was  exhibited,  as  I  saw  engraven  on  the  countenanc' 
of  the  anxious  and  enquiring  Romanists  who  were  there  assembled.  On  tl 
occasion  of  my  visit,  there  were  between  600  and  700  crowded  together  in  tl 
room,  each  having  a  copy  of  the  Douay  version  of  the  Scriptures  in  his  han 
and  seeking  for  the  text  as  quoted  by  the  missionary,  to  confute  some  Romani; 
error,  (Hear,  hear.) 

Travelling  on  from  Dublin  to  Galway,  I  passed  through  Ballinasloe  on  n 
•way,  and  as  I  was  going  through  that  town,  the  missionary  by  whom  I  wf 
accompanied  pointed  out  to  me  a  row  of  houses  and  asked  me  if  I  knew  whi 
it  was  called  ;  I  replied,  that  I  did  not ;  then  he  said,  that  is  "  Jumpers'  Row- 
and  do  you  know  why  they  call  it  Jumper's  Row? — it  is  because  ever 
inhabitant  is  a  convert  (applause),  and  '  Jumper '  is  the  name  the  Romis 
priests  here  give  to  the  converts."  (Applause.) 

I  passed  on  to  the  City  of  Galway,  where  I  had  the  privilege  of  joining  th 
Bishop  of  Tuam,  and  preceded  with  him  to  Oughterard,  where  I  had  tl 
gratification  of  preaching  in  the  church,  which  then  was  not  capable  ( 
holding  more  than  about  130  persons,  but  although  it  was  on  a  week-da 
evening,  it  was  crowded  in  every  part,  from  end  to  end.  (Hear,  hear.)  WhU 
speaking  of  Oughterard,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  for  the  purpose  < 


hrowing  light  on  a  statement  which  has  been  published  by  the  Romish  press 
Q  Ireland,  and  also  in  this  country,  in  reference  to  a  circumstance  said  to  have 
ccurred  at  that  place.  Some  time  ago,  a  Mr.  Marshall,  a  pervert  Irom  the 
1  *rotestant  faith,  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  preaching  to  the  converts ;  that 
;  i,  if  they  could  be  induced  to  go  to  hear  him  ;  it  was  anticipated  by  those  who 
^  ent  him  that  the  eflPect  of  his  eloquence  would  be  to  induce  the  converts  to 
ome  flying  back  to  the  church  they  had  forsaken.  It  was  afterwards  stated 
1  various  journals,  that,  so  astonishing  was  the  effect  of  his  preaching,  that  the 
on  verts  flocked  to  hear  him,  and  when  his  sermon  was  over,  they  crowded 
ound  him  in  tears  of  contri*  ion  for  their  conduct  in  having  forsaken  Romanism  ; 
egging  on  their  knees  to  be  received  back  into  the  bosom  of  holy  Mother 
'hurch,  and  promising  that  they  would  never  again  desert  her.  Well,  except 
hat  Mr.  Marshall  did  preach  at  Oughterard,  there  is  not  a  syllable  of  truth  in 
le  whole  of  that  assertion.  (Applause.)  It  i:^  true  that  he  did  go  to  Oughterard, 
nd  preached  there  ;  I  do  not  know  who  they  were  who  heard  him — but  this 
know,  that  not  one  of  our  converts  heard  him.  On  the  same  evening  upon 
hichlie  is  said  to  have  preached  to  our  converts,  one  of  our  own  missionaries 
ho  has  been  recently  appointed  to  the  incumbency  of  the  Church  of  Oughte- 
ird,  preached  in  that  church  ;  the  church  was  crowded  with  converts  to 
v^erflowing.  I  know  further,  that  not  one  of  the  converts  has  relapsed  from 
le  profession  he  has  made,  and  the  church  at  Oughterard  is  now  undergoing 
1  enlargement,  to  make  it  hold  between  600  and  700,  such  enlargement 
jing    necessary  for  the   accommodation   of  the  increased  number   of  the 

)NVERTS. 

I  went  on  the  following  day  to  Glan,  a  small  place  situated  on  the  border  of 
ough  Corrib,  where  a  school  house  has  been  erected,  and  licensed  by  the  Bishop 
r  the  celebration  of  divine  service,  and  though  it  was  a  pouring  wet  day  when 
was  there,  I  found  this  school-house  croAvded  with  people,  who,  wet  as  they 
3re,  remained  for  a  full  hour  while  our  friend  Mr.  Dallas  preached  to  them 
e  life  giving  truths  of  the  Gospel.  (Applause.)  From  Glan  I  went  on  to 
ifden,  and  the  following  day  was  one  of  the  most  pleasing  I  ever  spent, 
'om  nine  o'clock  to  six  I  was  engaged  in  company  with  the  Bishop  of  Tuam 
id  Mr.  Dallas,  visiting  the  schools  of  Clifden  and  its  neighbourhood,  and 
araining  the  scholars.  In  the  morning  we  examined  the  Clifden  schools, 
.d  the  school  for  adult  females  at  Fakeragh ;  we  afterwards  went  to 
e  school  of  Ballinaboy,  where  we  found  140  children  gathered  together 
)m  their  cabins  in  the  mountains  to  receive  instruction  ;  from  thence  we 
}nt  to  Derrygimla  — and  here  I  am  reminded  of  an  incident  which  occurred 

our  progress.  We  knew  when  we  got  to  Derrygimla  that  something 
lusual  was  going  on,  by  the  swarms  of  priests  we  met  riding  along  the  road, 
d  we  soon  found  out  what  it  was,  for  we  had  not  gone  far  when  we  met  a 
rriage,  containing  the  celebrated  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Tuam, 
•hn  M'Hale.  As  we  entered  Derrygimla  we  saw  a  crowd  round  the  chapel, 
lom  we  passed,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  school-house.  As  we  approached 
we  met  the  missionary,  and  asked  him  what  had  been  going  on  in  the  town. 
3  told  us  that  Dr.  M  Hale  had  come  down  by  appointment,  to  hold  a  confirma- 
•n  in  the  Romish  chapel,  and  as  his  coming  had  been  advertised  a  long  time 
fore,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  about  it,  and  the  priests  had  gone 
und  to  the  people  enjoining  them  to  be  present.  When,  however.  Dr.  M'Hale 
rived  at  the  Romish  chapel,  how  many  people  do  you  think  were  there 

receive  the  rite  of  confirmation  at  his  hands  ?  Notwithstanding  all 
e  efforts  that  had  been  made,  the  noticc?s  and  advertisements  and  exertions 
the  priests  were  successful  only  to  bring  together  about  forty  persons  to 
Jet  him  (much  applause)  ;  and  so  little  did  he  like  meeting  so  small  a 
ngregation,  where  he  used  formerly  to  meet  large  ones,  that  he  sent  two 
iests  up  to  the  Union  Work-house  to  bring  down  some  140  paupers  to  make 

a  congregation.  (Applause.) 
It  was  extremely  gratifying  to  us  to  find,  when  we  went  on  to  the  school 
lich  is  supported  by  your  contributions,   140  children  belonging  to  it  all 
3sent,  not  one  of  them  having  been  induced  to  go  away  by  the  excitement  of 


the  Romish  Archbishop's  visit.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  went  from  thence  to 
place  called  DuhoUa,  examining  each  school  that  we  visited,  and  qu( 
tioning  the  scholars,  whose  answers  did  credit  both  to  them  and  tht 
teachers  For  instance,  I  asked  one  of  them,  holding  up  the  Bible  in  i 
hand,  "What  book  is  this?"  He  replied  immediately,  " the  Word  of  Goc 
(Hear,  hear.)  "  Who  wrote  it  ?  "  I  asked  ;  "  Holy  men  of  God,  who  spake 
they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit;"  was  the  ready  answer.  (Hear,  hea] 
"  Should  we  read  it "  ?  I  said  ;  "  Yes,"  was  the  reply.  "  Give  me  some  te 
to  show  that  we  should  read  it."  The  answer  came  at  once — ''  Search  tj 
Scriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life."  (Applause.)  I  asked  1 
another — "  These  thino;s  are  written  that  ye  might  believe,"  was  the  answ( 
"  Who  is  the  Virgin  Mary  ?  "  I  asked  ;  "  She  is  the  mother  of  Jesus,"  was  ti 
reply.  "Is  she  the  mother  of  God,"  I  demanded;  "No,"  w.^s  the  answt 
'*  Is  Jesus  God  ?  "  I  asked  ;  "  Yes,"  said  the  child,  "  Jesus  is  God."  "  Then 
the  Virgin  is  the  mother  of  Jesus,  and  Je^is  is  God,"  I  enquired,  "  how  is 
that  the  Virgin  is  not  the  mother  of  God  ?  "  The  answer  burst  from  100  )i 
at  once  ;  "  The  Virgin  Mary  was  the  mother  of  the  human  nature  of  Chrif 
but  not  of  his  Divine  nature."  (Applause.)  I  then  asked,  "  Was  the  Virg 
Mary  a  sinner  ?  "  The  reply  came,  "  She  was  a  sinner  like  ourselves."  "  Ho 
do  you  know  that  ? "  was  my  next  question  ;  "  She  confessed  it,"  was  tl 
answer.  "  Where  did  she  confess  it  ?  "  I  askod  ;  "  When  she  said, '  My  so 
doth  magnify  the  Lord,  and  my  Spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour.' 
"  How  docs  that  show  she  was  a  sinner  ]  "  I  enquired  ;  "  Because  (was  tl 
reply),  had  she  not  been  a  sinner,  she  would  not  have  needed  a  Saviour 
(Hear,  hear.)  "  Is  there  such  a  place  as  purgatory  1 "  I  enquired  ;  "  No,"  w; 
the  answer.  "  How  do  you  know  that  1 "  said  I ;  "  The  blood  of  Jesus  Chri 
his  Son,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin,"  was  the  quotation  with  which  I  wj 
answered.  (Hear,  hear.)  And  that  is  the  glorious  text  by  which  the  belief  i 
purgatory  is  being  rooted  out  in  Ireland ;  and  with  which  the  litt 
children  at  Connemara  confute  those  who  hold  that  doctrine.  I  calk 
for  further  proof.  "There  is  therefore,  now,  no  condemnation  to  the; 
which  are  in  Jesus  Christ,"  was  the  text  quoted  in  answer.  "  How  does  th; 
prove  it?"  I  demanded.  "If  there  is  no  condemnation  there  can  be  r 
purgatory,"  was  the  answer.  Such  is  a  sample  of  the  examination  of  tl 
scholars  in  these  schools,  and  of  the  questions  I  put,  and  the  answers 
received. 

The  followmg  day  happened  to  be  Sunday ;  I  went  in  company  wit 
Mr.  Dallas  and  the  Bishop  of  Tuam,  to  Sellerna,  where  I  met  some  500  persor 
crowded  together  in  a  school-house,  which,  on  Sundays,  is  used  for  th 
purpose  of  Divine  service,  and  where,  in  consequence  of  the  insufficiei 
accommodation,  great  inconvenience  is  experienced.  But  I  am  thankful  t 
say  that  a  church  is  now  being  erected  there.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  Bisho 
requested  our  Missionary,  Mr.  Connerney,  to  say  for  how  many  accommodatio 
would  be  required.  His  reply  was,  "  It  is  of  no  use  to  provide  less  than  90 
sittings,  for  we  have  that  number  of  converts."  (Applause.)  And  th's  in 
place  where,  until  within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  nothing  has  been  don 
for  the  spiritual  enlightenment  of  the  people,  and  where  Romanism  in  all  it 
darkness  and  degradation  prevailed,  as  the  religion  of  the  people.  Is  it  not  a 
encouraging  fact  that  we  have  there  now  900  converts  in  that  spot,  worshippin 
God  in  spirit  and  in  truth  ?  (Hear,  hear.)  To  show  the  eagerness  of  th 
people  to  hear  the  Gospel  preached,  I  may  mention  a  circumstance  tha 
occurred  in  that  district.  Sellerna  is  situated  on  a  promontory  of  land  whicl 
stretches  out  into  the  Atlantic  ;  on  another  promontory  on  the  opposite  side  o 
the  creek,  there  is  a  place  called  Cleggan  ;  the  people  of  Cleggan,  hearing  o 
what  was  going  forward  at  Sellerna,  came  over  to  the  missionary  and  beggc 
of  him  to  come  and  preach  the  same  truths  to  them  that  he  preached  to  th 
people  of  Sellerna.  He  represented  to  them  that  the  distance  was  so  grea 
round  the  creek,  the  passage  across  being  impassable  at  high  water,  that  h 
would  not  be  able  of  a  Sunday  to  get  back  in  time  for  the  service  at  Sellerna 
They  replied,  "  Oh,  if  that  is  all,  we  will  soon  provide  the  way,"  and  accord 


ingly,  they  set  to  work,  and  in  the  course  of  a  week,  so  eager  were  they  for 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  that  they  had  constructed  a  rough  bridge  of 
blocks  of  granite  across  the  creek,  so  that  the  missionary  might  pass  over  at  all 
times  of  the  tide.  (Applause.)  I  will  not  detain  you  with  further  details,  but 
before  I  sit  down,  I  wish  to  make  one  or  two  observations  as  to  the  real  nature 
of  the  movement  which  is  going  forward — for  I  feel  that  the  amount  of  your 
assistance,  and  your  prayers,  will  depend  upon  your  having  a  proper  under- 
standing of  the  true  nature  of  the  movement.  Now,  I  never  met  in  Ireland  with 
any  person  who  denied  the  fact  of  that  movement.  I  met  with  many  who  were 
hostile  to  it  —  with  many  who  were  not  sanguine  of  its  results.  I  recollect 
meeting  with  one  Roman  Catholic  on  the  top  of  a  stage  coach,  who  somehow 
or  other  soon  found  out  that  I  was  connected  with  the  "  Jumpers."  And  for 
what  reason  I  know  not,  he  was  extremely  angry  with  me.  In  the  c  lurse  of 
our  conversation,  he  said,  "Ah,  only  wait  till  November,  and  you  will  then  see 
how  all  your  converts  will  come  flying  back  like  doves  to  their  windows." 
I  asked,  "  Why,  what  will  happen  in  November  ?  "  He  answered,  "  Why  then 
we  shall  get  a  good  crop  of  potatoes,  and  the  people  will  not  want  assistance." 
"But,"  I  asked,  "why  did  they  not  go  back  last  year,  when  they  got  a  good 
crop  "  ?  Well,  we  did  wait  till  November  ;  chore  was  a  good  crop  of  potatoes  ! 
yet  none  of  our  converts  have  gone  back.  (Applause.)  But  those  who  cannot 
deny  the  movement,  and  yet  are  hostile  to  it,  must  have  something  bad  to  say 
of  it.  And  what  do  they  say  1  Why,  they  say,  it  is  altogether  due  to  bribery. 
The  English  people  are  foolish  enough  to  give  their  money  to  be  expended  in 
temporary  relief;  and  the  money  so  contributed  is  used  in  bribing  the  people 
who  are  exposed  to  poverty  and  starvation,  to  change  their  religion.  How  do 
we  meet  that  statement  1  We  meet  it  with  a  full  and  an  unqualified  contra- 
diction. (Loud  applause.)  There  is  no  bribery  whatever  in  the  matter.  By 
the  constitution  of  our  Society,  not  one  sixpence  of  the  funds  may  or  can  be 
expended  in  any  way  in  providing  for  the  temporal  benefit  of  any  convert,  or 
for  that  of  any  person  wishing  to  become  a  convert.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  con- 
firmation of  this  point  I  will  read  to  the  Meeting  a  declaration  which  I  now 
hold  in  my  hand.  It  is  a  declaration  signed  by  the  auditors  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Society  for  Irish  Church  Missions.     It  is  as  follows : — 

"The  undersigned  having  audited  the  accounts  of  the  Society  for  Irish 
Church  Missions  to  the  Roman  Catholics  from  December  31st,  1850,  to  Decem- 
ber '61st,  1851,  declare  that  there  was  no  charge  made,  nor  expenditure  autho- 
rized, directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  temporal  relief  or  support  of  any  persons, 
children  or  adults,  in  Ireland ;  and  that  all  money  spent  by  the  Committee 
was  literally  and  strictly  for  the  Missionary  purposes  fur  which  it  was  given 
and  received." 

R.  Alexander,       /  j    t-, 

8^^  Jpi'il,  1852.  Alex.  McIntosh,   |^^^^^^«- 

Let  us  go  still  further  into  the  matter.  I  have  already  alluded  to  the 
Catholic  Defence  Association,  and  stated  that  it  was  formed  to  annihilate, 
crush,  and  destroy  the  work  of  the  Irish  Church  Missions  Society.  They  had 
a  public  meeting  some  time  ago  in  Dublin,  and  it  was  beforehand  confidently 
announced,  that  at  that  meeting  such  evidence  would  be  produced  as  would 
convince  the  world,  that  it  was  by  a  wholesale  system  of  bribery  all  these 
conversions  had  been  effected.  Well,  there  was  at  that  meeting  no  lack  of 
strong  expressions,  or  of  eloquent  speakers,  reiterating  this  charge  of  bribery 
against  us.  But  it  happens,  thank  God,  that  there  is  a  Protestant  Archbishop 
in  Dublin.  He  read  the  statements  made  at  the  meeting,  especially  the 
assertion  of  one  gentleman,  that  it  was  altogether  due  to  bribery  that  we  met 
with  such  success.  Well,  he  sent  for  the  gentleman  who  made  that  assertion, 
and  asked  him  if  he  could  prove  what  he  had  said.  "  Oh,"  he  replied— just  as 
Mr.  Wilberforce  said  about  the  Rugby  converts,  (hear,  hear) — "  the  fact  is 
notorious."  But  His  Grace  was  not  satisfied  with  this  answer,  and  wanted 
some  proof,  and  he  said,  "if  the  fact  is  so  notorious  as  you  say,  aurely  vou  can 


.give  me  some  evidence.  Can  you  produce  one  convert  who  has  been  converted 
by  bribery  ?  "  "  Oh,"  said  this  gentleman,  "  there  is  no  difficulty  about  that." 
"  Then,"  rejoined  His  Grace,  "bring  forward  your  man  and  let  us  have  the  case 
proved,  in  the  light  of  day."  (Applause.)  He  took  time  to  deliberate,  and 
after  two  or  three  days,  he  came  again,  to  the  Archbishop,  and  said,  "  I  have 
found  my  case."  Well,  the  case  w^as  brought  forward— the  man  was  examined  — 
it  turned  out  to  be  a  very  doubtful  case  indeed — it  was  by  no  means  clear 
that  the  man  had  ever  been  a  convert,  but,  if  he  ever  had  been,  it  was 
sixteen  years  ago — years  before  the  famine,  and  before  this  Society  was  ever 
established.  (Applause.)  But  I  have  something  more  to  say  on  this  point. 
For  any  one  to  go  and  see  the  work  as  it  is  really  going  forward,  and  assert 
that  it  is  due  to  bribery,  is,  I  think,  an  impossibility.  (Hear,  hear.)  Such  is 
the  persecution  the  converts  have  to  meet — such  the  enmity  kindled  against 
them  when  they  show  themselves  prepared  to  take  their  stand  on  the  truth  of 
God's  word,  that  the  storm  of  persecution  would  sweep  to  the  winds  any 
profession  that  was  not  genuine.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  our  converts  were  mere 
bribery  converts,  there  were  no  lack  of  persecution  on  the  one  side,  and 
bribery  on  the  other  to  bring  them  back  to  the  church  they  have  forsaken. 
(Hear,  hear.)  But  they  are  steadfast  in  their  faith,  amid  the  torrent  of 
invective  and  ill  usage  to  which  they  are  subjected.  (Applause.)  And  this  is 
the  best  proof  that  it  is  not  due  to  bribery — that  the  work  has  been  attended 
with  such  signal  success.  (Hear,  hear.)  But,  how  about  bribery  on  the  other 
side  ?  Sometimes  a  little  indirect  evidence  is  quite  as  valuable  as  the  mors 
direct ;  and  if  you  will  give  me  your  attention  for  a  few  moments,  (hear,  hear,) 
I  will  state  the  substance  of  a  conversation  which  passed  between  one  of  our 
Scripture  readers,  recently,  and  a  bigoted  Romanist,  which  tends  to  throw 
some  light  upon  this  point.  The  name  of  our  Scripture  reader — for  we  are  not 
ashamed  of  avowing  names  here  (applause), — the  name  of  our  Scripture  reader 
was  Mr.  Keary.  This  Mr.  Keary  had  been  associated  for  some  time  in  the 
work  with  another  Scripture  reader  named  Elliot.  These  two  readers  had 
been  sent  some  time  previously  to  assist  in  opening  the  Mission,  in  the  Roman- 
ist town  of  Drogheda,  where  they  both  got  a  thorough  good  beating  from  the 
Romanists,  from  the  effects  of  which  Mr.  Elliot  was  for  some  time  likely  to 
lose  his  life.  Well,  a  short  time  after  this,  Mr.  Keary  called  at  the  house  of  a 
Romanist,  where  he  met  a  woman  who  asked  him,  "  where  is  your  companion, 
Mr.  Elliot  ? "  "  He  is  recovering  from  the  beating  he  got  at  Drogheda,"  was 
the  reply.  Another  woman  who  happened  to  be  present  expressed  her 
abhorrence  and  disgust  at  the  conduct  of  the  people  in  attacking  and  ill 
treating  the  missionaries.  The  first  woman,  who  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  said, 
"  Oh,  it  served  him  right,  for  what  business  had  he  to  go  to  preach  to  them 
against  their  religion  ?  "  The  other  rejoined,  "  Why  did  they  not  tell  him  to 
go  away  civilly — and  that  they  did  not  want  him  to  preach  to  them  ?  "  "  Oh," 
again  said  the  first  woman,  "  I  tell  you,  what  he  got  served  him  right."  "  But 
suppose,"  answered  the  other, ''  we  Protestants  were  to  fall  upon  the  monks  and 
nuns  who  come  among  us,  and  serve  them  in  the  same  way  1 "  "  Ah  but," 
said  the  first  woman,  "the  monks  and  nuns  never  come  among  us  but  they 
bring  us  a  nice  little  bit  of  tea,  or  a  little  money,  or  something  else  that  is 
useful,  but  sorrow  a  ha'porth  did  we  ever  get  from  them  Protestants."  (Hear, 
hear,  and  applause.)  "  And  are  we  not  clearly  in  this  case,"  said  Mr.  K.,  "  that 
if  we  were  to  bring  you  anything  of  the  kind,  all  the  priests  would  say  it  is  by 
bribery  we  make  converts  1  "  (Hear,  hear.)  This,  I  think,  is  sufficient  to 
show  you  on  which  side  the  bribery  lies.  (Hear,  hear.)  What  then  is  the 
real  view  we  should  take  of  this  movement  ?  The  more  I  consider  it  the  more 
prayerfully  I  regard  it — the  more  am  I  convinced  that  it  is  a  revival  produced 
by  God's  Spirit,  in  these  latter  days — (hear,  hear) — a  pouring  out  of  His 
))lessed  Spirit  on  the  mass  of  Romanism  in  Ireland — by  means  of  which,  in  the 
course  of  His  wonder-working  Providence,  our  gracious  God  is  gathering  out 
his  own  people,  and  accomplishing  the  cumber  of  his  own  elect.  (Applause.) 
I  think  it  i.s  a  matter  about  which  we  are  scarcely  able  to  reason,  as  to  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  these  results.     We  know  "  that  the  wind  bloweth 


9 

where  it  listeth,  and  we  hear  the  sound  thereof,  but  cannot  tell  whence  it 

conieth  or  whither  it  goetli,  and  so  is  everyone  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit." 
And  what  applies  to  each  individual  case  of  conversion,  may  be  considered  as 
applying  also  to  the  case,  where,  as  in  the  present  instance,  there  is  almost  a 
fulfilment  of  the  prophecy  "  And  nations  shail  be  born  in  a  day."  (Applause.) 
The  Spirit  of  God  has  been  riding  above  that  tempest  of  political  agitation  by 
which  Ireland  has  been  so  long  torn,  shattered,  and  made  miserable,  and 
bringing  to  pass  His  own  gracious  purposes.  And  now,  when  the  time  of 
Ireland's  deliverance  is  ripe.  He  raises  up  a  fitting  instrument  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  His  great  and  glorious  work.  (Applause.)  Even  now  we  hear  the 
voice  reverberating  through  every  corner  of  Romish  Ireland,  "  Come  out  of 
her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  sins,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of 
her  plagues."  The  people  are  obeying  the  call — they  are  everywhere  rising 
from  the  depth  and  degradation  of  the  bondage  of  Rome,  into  the  liberty  and 
light  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  (Applause.)  And  what  do  we  anticipate  from  this 
movement  ?  let  those  who  can  be  influenced  by  no  higher  consideration,  be 
influenced  by  this.  We  confidently  anticipate  a  great  social  amelioration. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Even  if  we  should  have  no  spiritual  results,  we  already  see 
proofs  of  such  temporal  benefit  as  ought  to  win  the  support  of  every  philan- 
thropist in  its  behalf.  (Applause.)  I  cannot  give  a  more  striking  evidence  of 
its  tendency  to  social  and  moral  improvement,  than  in  the  fact  that,  in 
Connemara,  and  in  every  other  part  of  the  country,  where  the  reformation  is 
^oing  forward,  it  is  looked  upon  as  prima  facie  evidence,  that  a  man  is  a 
'  Jumper  'if  he  does  not  swear,  if  he  does  not  steal,  if  he  is  not  intemperate, 
[fa  man  comes  home  from  a  fair  sober,  if  he  does  not  make  use  of  an  oath,  if 
le  is  not  riotous  and  quarre'some,  if  he  is  never  intoxicated,  but  is  a  moral, 
steady,  honest  man,  he  is  set  down  directly  as  a  ''  Jumper." 

There  is  another  evidence  of  the  moral  effect  of  the  movement.     From  the 

ime  the  movement  commenced— about  four  years  ago — at  Castelkirke,  there 

las  not,  I  am  informed,  been  a  single  case  of  litigation  amongst  the  converts, 

hough  before  that  time  such  cases  were  of  almost  daily  occurrence.  (Hear, 

lear.)     I  would  add  to  this  one  other  observation,  and  it  is  this,  the  amount  of 

he  converts  is  no  test  of  the  real  amount  of  the  work.     There  is  an  under 

urrent  in  operation,  which  is  ready  to  develop  itself,  and  will,  in  God's  own 

:ood  time,  be  developed,  and  prove  that  Romanism  is  shaken  in  Ireland  to  a 

ar  greater  extent,  than  any  are  at  present  prepared  to  admit.  (Hear,  hear) 

will  give  you   an  illustration   of  this   by  what  occurred  only  the  other 

ay.     A  poor  man,  a  shoemaker,  at  Tuam,  a  Romanist,  and  until  lately,  a 

egular  attendant  at  the  Romish  Chapel,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  making 

hoes  for  the  monks  and  nuns  in  Tuam,  went  one  day  to  confession.     Having 

lade  his  confession,  the  priest  asked  him  if  he  had  confessed  everything — if 

e  had  any  further  sin  to  confess  1     "Ah,  your  reverence,"  he  made  answer, 

you  may  say  I  am  a  murderer,  an  adulterer,  a  thief ;  there  is  not  a  single 

time  forbidden  in  the  whole  decalogue  of  which  you  may  not  accuse  me." 

What  do  you  mean  1 "  said  the  priest    "  What  I  mean,"  replied  the  man,  "  is 

hiis  :     '  Whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one  point,  he  is 

uilty  of  all.'  "     "  Oh  you  scoundrel,"  thundered  the  priest,  "  y(.u  have  been 

jading  the  Bible."     (Great  applause.)     This  man  has  come  out  from  Roman- 

m  ;  and  there  are  thousands  besides  him,  in  the  same  state  of  mind,  who  are 

aiting  only  for  the  special  call  to  bring  them  out  too.  (Applause.) 

Now  I  sit  down,  making,  however,  one  further  remark,  and  it  is  this.     That 

not  only  anticipate  great  social  amelioration  for  Ireland  from  this  movement ; 

hat  I  chiefly  anticipate  is,  a  great  spiritual  emancipation.     Romanism  is  a 

stem  of  bondage  ;  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is  a  system  of  freedom  ;  and  whatso- 

'er  brings  men  out  of  Romanism  to  Christianity,  brings  them  on  to  freedom. 

lear,  hear.)     But  I  anticipate  from  it  too  a  noble  reaction  for  England.     The 

ives  of  the   flowing  tide  of  reformation  which   is   fertilizing   Ireland,  will, 

e  long,  reach  and  pulsate  gloriously  on  the  people  of  this  county.     I  can 

ing  forward  proof  of  this  already.  (Hear.)     I   hold  in  my  hand  a  scapular 

lich  was  worn  for  twenty  years  by  one  of  our  converts  at  Sellerna.     She 
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believed  all  that  time  that  so  long  as  she  wore  this  bit  of  rag  about  her 
she  could  not  die  by  sword,  by  famine,  by  pestilence,  nor  by  any  accident : 
and  she  believed  also,  that  if  she  retained  it  to  her  death,  the  Virgin  Marj 
would  come  on  the  first  Saturday  after  she  died,  and  take  her  out  of  },ur- 
gatory.  She  has  resigned  this  scapular,  in  the  use  of  which  fjr  so  many 
years  she  was  taught  to  look  upon  the  Virgin  as  her  sweetness,  her  con- 
solation, and  her  hope,  and  she  now  looks  upon  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
her  hope,  her  sweetness,  and  her  salvation.  I  brought  this  scapular  tc 
England,  and  I  now  hold  in  my  hand  another— not  an  Irish,  but  an  English 
scapular — and  with  it  a  cord  of  St.  Francis,  given  to  me  by  a  poor  woman  in 
this  country,  who  having  heard  me  make  this  statement,  came  and  delivered 
it  to  me,  acknowledging  at  the  e^ame  time  that  she  had  been  the  victim  of  the 
same  awful  delusion  as  the  poor  woman  at  Sellerna.  (Applause.)  This  Society 
has  set  the  example  of  enquiring  classes  in  Dublin,  Drogheda,  and  other  places 
in  Ireland,  and,  thank  God,  we  have  also  now  enquiring  classes  in  London, 
which  I  believe  to  be  the  result  of  those  which  you  have  established  in  Ireland 
The  question  has  been  put  to  me  in  St.  Giles',  "  These  are  wonderful  workf 
which  are  going  on  in  Irelaid,  why  should  we  not  have  the  same  in  St.  Giles'  V 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  believe  we  shall  have  it — (hear,  hear) — but  meanwhile  do  not 
let  the  work  flag.  It  is  a  dangerous  alternative  when  a  Romanist  is  roused 
to  enquii  e,  for  if  he  does  not  become  a  Protestant  and  a  true  Christian,  the 
chances  are  that  he  becomes  an  infidel.  (Hear.)  Therefore,  I  implore  of  you 
to  support  the  movement  by  your  alms  and  by  your  prayers,  that  God's 
bles-ing  may  continue  to  rest  upou  it  as  it  has  done  in  times  past.  (Applause.) 

The  chairman  then  put  the  Resolution  to  the  meeting,  and  it  was  carried 
unanimously. 

J.  0.  CoLQUHouN,  Esq.,  next  rose  and  said, — The  resolution  I  have  tt 
propose  to  the  meeting  is  this  : — 

"  That  thedifFusion  of  scriptural  truth  in  Ireland,  and  the  advancement  of  social  im 
provement  amongst  the  converts,  call  for  earnest  thankfulness  to  Almighty  God,  through 
whose  continued  blessing  alune  it  is  that  the  labours  of  this  Society  have  proved  so 
successful." 

I  must  I  fear  recal  the  attention  of  the  meeting  for  a  few  moments  fron 
the  brilliant  and  just  picture  which  my  reverend  friend  has  drawn  of  thf 
state  and  progress  of  the  work  of  the  Society  in  Ireland,  to  a  difierent  aspect 
of  the  truth — to  a  darker  view,  which  I  am  anxious  you  should  not  lose  sight 
of  on  this  occasion.     It  is  true,  as  my  reverend  friend  has  told  us,  that  Ro- 
manism is  beginning  to  wane  and  wax  feeble  in  Ireland    (hear,  hear)  ;  but  it 
is  right  we  should  all  of  us  understand,  and  never  cease  to  carry  with  us  th( 
idea,  of  what  Romanism  really  is,  and  what  is  its  strength  among  us  still 
For  you  are  aware  that  it  has  been  our  habit  in  past  years — a  habit  not  jei 
abandoned — to  forget  and  throw  out  of  view,  in  considering  these  matters 
w  hat  Romanism  really  is.    We  know  that  men — thoughtful  and  well-meaning  ; 
men — have  asked.  What,  do  you  mean  to  tell  us  that,  under  the  influence  o: 
civilization,  and  those  mitigating  causes  which  are  now  telling  upon  England 
in  this  age  of  art,  science,  and  human  intelligence,  that  Romanism  stands  a.' 
rugged,  as  monstrous,  and  as  imperious  as  in  the  darker  ages  of  Christendon;  : 
— that  it  is  characterized  by  the  same  rough  angularities  of  character,  tht  ! 
same  grasping  ambition,  and  the  same  selfish  aims  of  personal  power  \    Dc  I 
you  mean  to  say,  that  still  that  same  Romanism  exists  now,  in  the  ninet-eentl 
century,  amongst  the  knowledge  and  the  intelligence  of  civilized  Europe  ?    It 
is.     (Hear,  hear.)     Just  as  Romanism  was  in  the  darkest  age,  just  as  it  w.-i' 
when  a  strange  man — of  strange  mental  powers  and  strange  plans,  came  fru 
Spain — Ignatius  Loyola — and  revived  the  ebbing  tide  of  Romish  influent 
and  made  it  start  up  triumphant  from  its  temporary  depression — ;just  a^ 
arose  then  with  the  new  power  which  Jesuitism  gave  to  it,  when  Jesuitisn 
had  to  meet  the  force  of  the  rising  Reformation — just  now  it  is  the  same_  ii 
these  latter  days,  when  again,  as  you  have  heard  to-day,  a  new  Reformatio 
is  arising  in  the  stronghold  of  Romanism — there  it  stands,  summoning  ** 
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scattered  forces  to  the  centre — concentrating  its  vast  powers  of  intellect  and 
force  ;  there,  even  now,  it  starts  up  amongst  us — aye,  in  the  very  streets  of 
London,  and  in  the  streets  of  every  city  and  town  of  England,  and  Scotland, 
and  Ireland — everywhere  we  see  it,  a  mighty  power,  rising  up  undiminished 
in  its  strength — no  eye  quailing — no  sinew  failing — no  organic  function  broken 
— the  same  mighty  Rome  stands  up  and  defies  our  government,  tramples  on 
our  laws,  dethrones  our  Sovereign,  laughs  at  our  Parliament,  calls  together 
its  own  synods,  passes  its  own  laws,  and  those  laws  are  obeyed,  and  if  not 
obeyed  the  penalty  is  ruin,  confiscation,  and  death.  Their  laws  are  enforced 
therefore  by  penalties  quicker,  sharper,  and  surer  than  ours.  Then  don't 
let  us  suppose  that  if  Romanism  is  in  any  part  breaking,  that  that  is  owing 
to  a  failure  in  its  inherent  organic  strength.  It  stands  still  unbroken. 
But  if  that  is  the  case,  I  wish  this  meeting  would  look  a  little  further,  and 
read  a  remarkable  publication,  which  gives  you  in  a  few  short  pages  a  prac- 
tical illustration  of  Romanism.  Read,  if  you  have  not  yet  read,  the  letters  of 
Mr.  Connelly,  a  priest  of  Rome,  well  versed  in  the  Romish  system,  knowing 
all  its  details.  He  tells  you  what  Romanism  has  derived  from  modern 
Jesuitism.  He  tells  you  that  the  principles  which  Pascal  exposed  are  inten- 
sified now  ;  that  the  morality  which  Pascal  exhibited  to  the  hatred  of  France  is 
more  dark  and  dismal  now ;  that  the  living  emanations  which  guide  the  mind 
of  Romanism  in  the  text-book  of  Jesuitry  are  deeper,  darker,  more  intense 
than  they  were  two  centuries  ago.  And  he  tells  you  more.  He  traces  with 
a  vivid  hand  how  these  maxims  work  upon  the  peace  of  families,  upon  the 
morals  of  men  and  women,  upon  the  intimacies  and  confidences  of  life  ;  and  if 
we  boast,  and  we  have  a  right  to  boast  (God  be  praised),  of  the  morality  of 
England  ;  if,  with  all  our  national  faults  and  sins,  (and  they  are  many,)  there 
still  is  not  a  country  on  which  the  Sun  of  God  shines,  which  presents  such  an 
aspect  of  morals  and  order.  O  !  if  you  desire  to  keep  this  ;  if  you  wish  your 
homes  to  be  sacred ;  if  you  want  the  confidence  of  hearts  to  be  unbroken  ; 
if  you  desire  English  fife — married  life — to  flow  on  as  it  has  flowed,  with  the 
deep  and  intimate  confidence  of  hearts  true  and  pure,  the  one  sharing  the 
other's  difficulties,  and  lightening  the  other's  cares,  bringing  the  gentleness 
and  the  truth  and  the  purity  of  the  domestic  hearth  to  lighten  the  labours  of 
man's  painful  calling ;  ah  !  if  you  would  keep  that,  and  would  not  have 
that  life  tainted  by  the  pestilential  breath  which  would  wither  all ;  if  you 
would  not  have  these  flowers  of  English  virtue  crushed  and  blackened  by  that 
poison  blast  which  would  blow  over  them  and  leave  them  hateful  to  the  eye 
and  odious  to  every  sense,  then,  guard  against  the  principles  of  Jesuitry — 
resist  the  power  of  Popery.  (Loud  and  protracted  plaudits.)  If  you  want 
to  have,  and  we  all  want  it,  whatever  our  views  may  be,  peace  and  order, 
some  order,  that  intelligence  and  capital  and  trade  may  flow  undisturbed  ; 
I  bid  you  to  remember  what  it  is  to  have  men  calling  themselves  the  "  Priests 
of  God,"  armed  with  the  power  of  God,  exercising  this  power  over  the 
undisciplined  minds  and  over  the  dark  passions  of  men,  and  hurling  them 
where  they  will,  against  law,  against  institutions,  against  the  connexion 
between  England  and  Ireland,  against  all  that  makes  us  safe, — ^bold,  able, 
unscrupulous,  desperate  men,  wdelding  against  the  laws  of  England  and 
the  peace  of  society  the  passions  of  ungovernable  multitudes — (applause)  ; 
and  if  you  desire  to  realize,  and  in  a  few  months  we  shall  all  realize,  what 
that  power  in  practice  is,  again  I  say  I  must  recal  you  from  the  pleasing 
picture  drawn  by  my  reverend  friend  to  the  darker  facts  of  the  case  ;  you 
will  have  Romanism  in  all  its  strength  and  vigour  within  the  Imperial  ParUa- 
ment — (hear,  hear) — with  such  a  strength  and  such  a  vigour,  and  such  an 
organisation,  and  such  a  simplicity  of  aim,  and  such  a  unity  of  purpose,  and 
such  a  fearful  eflicacy  of  power,  as  at  no  time  in  any  man's  memory  has 
England  yet  seen.  (Loud  applause.)  Now  then,  my  lord,  that  is  the  power 
■with  which,  not  we,  not  this  Society,  not  the  Committee  whose  names  you 
ihave  heard  read — no,  but  England  herself  must  "  do  battle."  (Hear,  hear.) 
It  is  not  this  Society,  though  she  is  permitted — I  think  permitted  of  God — to 
iblow,  perhaps,  with  feeble  voice,  the  trumpet  sound.     But  it  is  England  that 
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must  enter  into  this  battle  ;  and  I  want  England  to  measure  exactly  the 
amount  of  the  strength  which  she  has  to  meet,  because  I  have  such  a  perfect 
reliance  upon  the  sound  judgment,  good  sense,  and  firm  principle  of  England, 
that  I  am  confident,  when  she  has  measured  the  strength  of  her  opponent 
she  -will  bring  a  con-esponding  force  into  the  field.  (Renewed  applause.) 
Mr.  Bickersteth  has  truly  stated  that  statesmanship  in  past  times  has  entered 
on  this  battle,  and  been  worsted.  It  has  tried  many  things,  and  these  many 
things  have  failed.  Wary  statesmen  have  said — "  Of  all  things  don't  do  "what 
this  Society  is  doing.  Shall  we  spread  the  Gospel  1  Yes,  in  a  quiet  way ;  but 
not  by  proselytising.  Teach  the  Protestants,  this  is  well  and  right ;  but  you 
must  confine  yourselves  to  the  Protestants.  Teach  the  Roman  Catholics  ?  No, 
you  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  Their  teachers  and  instructors  are  the 
priests.  What  ?  Proselytise  and  raise  the  standard  against  Romanism  ? 
Madness  !  You  don't  know  what  you  are  bringing  upon  you,  and  what 
eimiity  you  are  going  to  raise.  Have  you  measured  their  power  ?  Are  you 
going  to  excite  the  priesthood  of  Ireland  against  you  ?  These  are  the  schemes 
of  hot-brained  enthusiasts :  we,  cool-headed,  discerning  statesmen,  know 
the  danger.  We  have  a  different  and  a  wiser  plan.  We  have  '  messages 
of  peace.'  We  have  '  compacts '  which  will  tend  to  '  conciliation.'  We  have 
a  piece  of  the  Church  of  Ireland  which  we  will  reduce  and  throw  aside. 
That  will  satisfy  some.  The  Church  of  Ireland  is,  indeed,  a  sad  stumbling  block. 
We  wish  it  was  out  of  the  way.  It  is  contrary  to  principle.  The  majority 
ought  to  have  the  church  that  suits  them  ;  but  if  the  Church  of  Ireland 
must  go  on,  it  should  be  in  a  modest,  quiet  fashion,  and  we  must  have  no 
proselytising  or  combats  with  the  Romish  priests."  (Hear,  hear.)  Now,  let 
me,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  tell  you  that  we  must  have  no  disguises. 
The  day  for  disguises  is  passed.  Our  opponents  speak  out.  Romanism  tells 
us  its  objects.  Excuse  me  if  I  tell  ours.  (Loud  applause.)  My  reverend 
friend,  Mr.  Dallas,  my  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Gordon,  and  the  other  gentlemen 
who  originated  this  Society,  said,  "There  must  be  no  truce,  or  disguise." 
Plain  honest  dealing  with  Romanism — not  the  dealings  of  passion,  as  my 
reverend  friend  has  told  you  in  his  report.  Not  the  dealings  of  invective. 
When  we  speak  here,  we  must  tell  you  all  that  passes,  and  so  touch  on 
hostile  ground.  Our  missionaries  who  teach  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel 
which  have  produced  this  marvellous  change  in  Ireland,  teach  them  with 
gentleness  and  simplicity,  and  that  charity  which  has  the  most  winning 
power.  They  do  not  inveigh  against  the  poor  Romanists,  as  if  they  were  in 
fault.  They  do  not  point  satire  against  their  errors,  as  if  for  these  they  were 
to  blame.  No  ;  they  go  forth  with  a  simple  message  which  the  Irish  truly  cal" 
the  "story  of  peace,"  and  that  story  they  take  with  them,  go  where  they  will 
to  cabin  or  to  market,  to  town  or  to  wild  moorland — always  the  same  story,  witl 
the  same  simple  accents  of  Christian  love.  That  story  they  take  with  them,  anc 
that  is  the  spell  by  which  they  prevail,  by  which  they  master  human  doubts,^ 
and  human  distrust,  and  human  estrangement,  and  human  fear,  and  bring 
all  these  by  the  gentleness  of  that  over-mastering  spell,  within  the  power  and 
pathos  of  truth.  That,  my  lord,  is  the  single  instrument  they  wield.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  you  must  send  out  your  missionaries  everywhere  to 
convert  the  Romanists.  We  don't  conceal  our  purpose.  As  long  as  there 
remains  Romanism  in  Ireland  ;  as  long  as  there  are  men  who  wear  the 
shackles  of  that  mental  chain  ;  as  long  as  there  are  men  who  bow  down  to 
their  taskmaster,  and  have  their  tasks  enjoined  them  with  fearful  exaction, 
and  cruel  power,  and  enormous  penalties,  England  must  do  her  duty — (ap- 
plause). She  has  liberated  the  slave  whose  body  suffered  ;  what  has  she  to  do 
to  those  men  who,  under  the  power  of  one,  who  masters  not  the  body  only, 
but  the  soul,  who  lacerates  the  mind,  who  lashes  human  passions,  who 
scourges  the  human  conscience.  What  has  England  to  do  with  them  ? 
Why,  as  long  as  a  single  slave  in  her  broad  realm  owns  so  fearful  a  task- 
master, England  must  be  at  work,  and  this  Society  for  Irish  Church  Missions 
must  be  supported.  (Applause.)  My  reverend  friend  and  those  who  origi- 
nated   this    Society   take   widely   diff"ereut    views    from   statesmen    of  th^^j 
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position   of  the   Church    of  Ireland.    They  do  not  think   the   Church   of 
Ireland  too  large,  or  her  clergy  too  numerous.     You  have  heard  from  the 
report  read  to-day,  how  enormously  the  clergy  have  been  increased  in  one 
part  of  Ireland  ;  and  they  are  all  needed — (hear,  hear), — aye,  and  tens  and 
hundreds  more  are  needed,  to  convert  the  millions  of  Romanists.     But  my 
reverend  friend  has  truly  said,  and  so  we  say,  that  the  instruments  of  power 
with  which  we  are  to  meet  this  giant  strength  of  Romanism  are,  first,  the 
Bible,  the  Truth  of  God  ;  and  secondly,  the  instrumentality  of  the  Church  of 
England.  (Applause.)     I  say  the  "  Church  of  England,"  for  we  own  no  divi- 
sion. (Renewed  applause.)     In  ecclesiastical  matters,  the  water  does  not  flow 
between,  no  channel  divides  us,  (Hear,  hear.)     We  require  no  bridge  there. 
The  same  discipline,  the  same  order,  the  same  pure  services,  the  same  Scrip- 
tural truth,  which  we  enjoy  in  England,  in  our  churches  here — these  we 
present  as  the  instruments  of  power  to  charm,  to  teach,  and  to  guide  men  in 
Ireland.  (Hear,  hear.)     I  do  not  wonder  to  hear  that  these  poor  peasants  of 
Galway  crowd  the  churches.     I  do  not  wonder  to  hear  that  one  school-house 
after  another  must  be  enlarged  ;  and  that  one  church  after  another  must  be 
built.     I  do  not  wonder — for,  realise  the  case  ;  feel  what  the  peasantry  are 
escaping  from,  and  to  what  comfort  and  peace  they  are  passmg.     I  do  not 
know  if  any  of  you  have  ever,  abroad,  passed  through  a  very  noisy  and 
crowded  market  in  the  glare  of  a  noontide  sun  ;  have  had  to  force  your  way 
through  the  pressure  of  a  multitude,  and  have  at  last  reached  some  vast 
cathedral,  wherein  you  found  a  refreshing  coolness  ;   where  all  around  you 
was  perfect  stillness ;  where  the  sun  streamed  in  broken  rays  through  the 
coloured  windows  ;   and  you  enjoyed  all  the  luxury  of  the  senses,  and  all  the 
hixury  of  taste.     But,  what  a  faint  comparison  ;  what  an  inadequate  repre- 
sentation of  that  which  passes  in  the  mind  of  the  man  who  has  been  ground 
down  by  extortions,  and  worn  out  by  requirements  ;  harassed  by  demands, 
and  stripped  by  exactions  ;  told  of  the  multitudes  of  works  which  he  was  to 
perform,  and  the  mountains  of  sins  which  were  gathering  over  him,  and 
feeling  that  in  the  confessional  there  was  no  comfort — that  in  all  the  promises 
of  the  priest  there  was  no  certainty.  Oh,  what  is  it  to  pass  from  this  wearying 
system,   its  heartless,   and  distasteful  round   of  vain  observances,  into  the 
simplicity  and  peace  of  a  Church  w^hich  gives  you  the  purest  prayers,  gathered 
from  every  age  of  Christendom,  breathing  an  almost  divine  inspiration,  and 
pouring  through  the   melody   of  those  prayers  the  simple  power   of  that 
Scripture  of  which  its  services  are  full ;  and  then,  after  this  is  past,  there 
rises  the  minister  of  truth  to  tell,  from  his  own  feelings,  what  the  Word  of 
God  has  conveyed  to  his  own  heart,  and  to  assure  those  weary  pilgrims,  those 
worn  and  harassed  and  doubting  consciences,  that  there  is  for  them  a  sure 
refuge  ;  that  there  is  open  to  them  a  perfect  rest,  and  that  they  may  pass  from 
that  joyless  round  of  hopeless  observances  into  the  possession  of  the  security, 
the  peace,  and  the  immortal  promise  of  the  Gospel.    If  that  is  the  case  ;  if  that 
is  what  the  Church  of  England,  through  these  her  simple  missionaries,  and 
ithese  her  earnest  agents,  is  now  offering  throughout  Ireland  to  the  wearied 
■eai's  of  the  Romanists,  can  you  wonder  that  inquiring  classes  should  abound 
in   Dublin ;    that   the   school-houses   should   be   crowded   in   Galway ;    can 
:you    wonder    that    Wexford    should    be    resounding    to    the    call ;    that 
iDrogheda,  under  Primate  Cullen  himself,  should  own  the  invita,tion  ;  can  you 

wonder  that,  from  every  part  of  Ireland,  we  receive,  day  by  day,  renew^ed 
solicitations  to  send  a  missionary  there,  to  plant  an  agent  there,  to  establish  a 
♦Church  there  ;  that  all  are  ready,  that  hearts  are  beating,  that  hopes  are  high, 
'that  anxieties  are  strong  ?  (Applause)  All  that  is  wanting  is,  that  England 
^3hould  do  her  work,  and  pour  into  Ireland  a  band  of  true-hearted  men. 
(^oud  applause.)  And  remember,  that  in  this  gTeat  contest  on  which  we 
'have  entered,  and  the  magnitude  of  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  place 
(oefore  you, — remember  that,  in  this  great  work,  which  is  no  holiday  work, 
lao  easy  work,  no  work  to  be  done  in  a  day,  (though  marvellous  beyond  all 
« ixample  have  been  the  results  of  four  years  of  labour,)  that.in  this  great  work 

^ou  must  buckle  on  your  armour,  and  the  people  of  England  must  rise  to  the 


greatness  of  the  enterprise.  They  must  feel,  and  I  trust  they  are  beginnino- 
to  feel,  "  Here  we  have  an  empire,  a  great  kingdom,  attached  to  us,  of  our- 
selves, on  our  shores,  inseparably  united  to  us  by  nature  and  by  Providence  ; 
and  still  there  are  millions  there  who  know  no  peace,  whose  lives  are 
passed  in  crime,  whose  murders,  whose  disturbances,  harass  our  very  ears, 
and  weary  our  eyes  in  every  newspaper — that  is  the  country  upon  which  we 
must  concentrate  our  attention, — that  is  the  work  to  which  now  we  must 
devote  ourselves.  Whatever  other  work  we  omit,  we  will  not  omit  this  work. 
Whatever  other  sacrifices  we  make,  we  will  make  this  great  sacrifice. 
We  have  an  instrument  of  power  left  to  us  in  spite  of  party — in  spite  of 
parliament — in  spite  of  hostile  attacks, — we  have  our  Church  of  England  still 
existing  in  Ireland,  with  all  her  machinery  ready,  her  organisation  complete." 
All  she  wants  is,  the  assistance  which  you  must  give  her,  by  increasing  the 
number  of  men  to  do  her  work  ;  then,  looking  to  the  experience  of  the  past 
four  years,  I  do  not  think  I  predict  too  boldly  when  I  say,  that,  if  England 
will  do  this  work,  Ireland  will  be  rescued,  and  England  herself  be  preserved. 
(The  honourable  gentleman  resumed  his  seat  amidst  the  most  enthusiastic 
plaudits.) 

Samuel  Warren,  Esq.,  Q.C.,  on  presenting  himself  to  second  the  resolution, 
was  received  with  tumultuous  applause.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man said, — My  Lord  Duke,  I  trust  I  need  offer  no  apology  to  this  audience 
for  appearing  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present  to  support,  by  a  few  words, 
the  motion  which  has  been  so  powerfully  enforced  upon  your  attention  by  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Colquhoun.  Those  words  will  indeed  be  few,  but  I 
trust  they  will  be  to  the  purpose,  and  show  that  they  emanate  from  the  sin- 
cerity and  purity  of  the  motives  by  which  alone  I  am  conscious  of  being  influ- 
enced. It  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  I  appear  here  to-day  ;  and  I  beg  to 
say  that  it  is  with  a  full  perception  of  the  magnitude  of  the  occasion  on  which 
we  are  met,  and  of  the  interests  which  we  profess  to  forward,  that  I,  who  have 
not  been  present  in  this  hall  during  the  last  twenty  years,  and  never  before 
upon  this  platform,  venture  to  appear  here  now — once,  and  probably  for  all — 
never  to  appear  here  again,  for  it  is  out  of  my  fixed  walk  of  life — humbly  to 
express,  as  an  Englishman,  my  cordial  and  enthusiastic  concurrence  in  the 
objects  of  this  great  association.  (Applause.)  It  is  very  possible  that,  by  some 
heartless  portions  of  the  public,  who  are  equally  ignorant  as  heartless,  many 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  present  to-day,  both  clerical  and  lay,  may  be  branded 
as  bigots  and  enthusiasts  (and  I  eagerly  take  my  place  among  them),  who 
know  not  the  "  signs  of  the  times,"  and  are  really  living  themselves,  and  en^^ 
couraging  others  in  living,  in  a  mere  fool's  paradise.  But  I  believe,  my  lor(|^l 
that  those  who  think  thus  are  grievously  in  error ;  and  that  I  can  produc^^ 
evidence,  and  shall  do  so  in  a  few  moments,  from  unquestionable  sources,  from 
the  most  important  exponents  of  public  opinion,  to  show  that  the  view  which 
is  taken  of  this  great  movement  in  Ireland,  by  those  who  testify  their  appre- 
ciation of  it  by  their  presence  here  to-day,  is  the  correct  view, — that  it  is  a 
real  movement — ^nay,  let  us  say  it  cheerily — a  second  Reformation,  which  has 
for  its  object  the  emancipation  of  the  human  mind,  the  liberation  of  the  human 
soul,  from  such  a  degree  of  tyrannous  bondage,  misery,  and  degradation — 
aye,  in  this  fancied  noonday  glare  of  civilization — as  the  world  has  never  ex- 
ceeded since  that  glorious  period  when  Christianity  became  the  religion  of  the 
civilized  world.  (Applause.)  Why,  then,  am  I  here  ?  And  why,  my  lord,  are 
you,  and  all  of  you,  here  ?  Because  we  are  members  of  the  one  United  Church 
of  England  and  Ireland  !  They  are  not,  as  too  commnly-used  phraseology 
would  suggest,  two  Churches — ^they  are  one  Church,  established,  humanly- 
speaking,  by  that  great  act  of  the  legislature  which,  in  the  year  1800,  bound 
together  the  two  countries.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  indissoluble  union  ; 
a  Union  wliich  all  the  efforts,  whether  of  demagogues  who  are  living,  of  de- 
magogues who  are  paying  the  penalty  of  their  crimes  abroad,  or  of  demagogue 
who  have  gone  to  their  last  account,  were  unable  to  destroy,  and  shall  neve: 
destroy,  if  only  this  society  be  but  true  to  its  magnificent  purpose,  and  aid  th 
efforts  of  anxious  statesmen  in  promoting  the  liberation  of  the  human  soul 
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iml  the  human  intellect  from  that  thraldom  to  which  1  have  alluded, . 
;o  doinf  work  a  prodigious  social,  moral,  and  religious  revolution  in  Ir. 
vhich  will  quickly  make  itself  felt  ^throughout  the  vast  empire  of  Greai 
ain,  and  all  over  the  earth.  (Loud  applause.) 

I  have  said,  and  now  repeat,  that  as  the  Church  of  Christ  in  heaven  an 
iarth  are  one,  so  the  churches  on  earth  are  one  ;  and  that  is  the  reason  why  J 
mly  oifer  no  apology  for  appearing  here  as  an  Englishman — aye,  here  in  our  own 
•apital,  surrounded  by  our  English  and  Irish  brethren — why  I  offer  no  apology 
or  saying  that  you  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  the  utmost  you  can  in  Ireland, 
,  s  you  do  in  England,  to  fulfil  the  high  and  holy  mission  of  that  Church  of 
vhich  we  all  profess  to  be  members  ;  but  why  I  have  a  right  to  be  here  and 
peak  for  myself,  and  vindicate  my  humble  claims  to  participate   in  your 
aovement.     My  lord,  we  are  hearing  latterly,  pretty  frequently  and  loudly, 
'  ertain  professed  exponents  of  public  opinion  in  Ireland  declaring,  that  the 
1  rish  branch  of  the  English  Church  is  a  "  nuisance,"  an  "  excrescence,"  a 
cancer  eating  into  the  vitals  "  of  Irish  society  ;  but  let  us  remember,  the 
'hile,  that  these  expressions  come  from  those  at  whose  very  vitals  this  society 
5  now  aiming  a  mortal  blow  :  and  I  say,  with  all  my  heart,   God  speed  the 
rm  that  aims  the  blow  !  (Applause.)     No,  no,  my  lord  !  away  with  such 
!  )ul  and  slanderous  imputations  upon  a  noble  and  lovely  institution  !     The 
ihurch  in  Ireland  is,  I  believe,  becoming  at  this  moment  seen  in  her  true 
iiiaracter,  as  a  living  exponent  of  religious  truth,  of  religious  freedom,  and 
;  so  the  protectrix  of  intellectual  power  ;  and  I  support  this  society,  now  in 
3  giant  youth,  because  I  believe  it  is  supporting  the  combined  interests  of 
le  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  declared  by  that  act  of  union  to  which 
have  already  referred,  and  to  which  reference  cannot  be  too  frequent,  to  be 
'.e  "  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  England  and  Ireland^     It  is  in  our 
pacity,  I  repeat,  as  members  of  that  united  Church,  that  we  are  all  here 
ds  day.  (Applause.)     I  believe,  indeed,  that  the  present  is  a  most  auspicious 
oment  for  holding  this  meeting  ;  for  it  brings  before  us,  in  colours  which 
)  eye  can  be  so  dull  or  feeble  as  not  to  see  and  appreciate,  vast  opportu- 
ties,  surrounded  as  Providence  invariably  orders,  with  commensurate  obli- 
vions and  responsibilities.    (Hear,  hear.)     Yes,  to  the  perception  of  the 
..istence  of  these  opportunities  are  invariably  annexed  (whether  we  may  or 
^y  not  concern  ourselves  to  look  for  them)  commensurate  obligations  and 
sponsibilities.     What,  then,  are  the  Opportunities  %     First  of  all,  let  mo 
k,  is  there  an  evil  ?  and  do  we  see  a  practical  remedy  ?     Looking  at  the 
estion  for  a  moment  solely  as  a  politician,  I  see,  indeed,  an  evil — an  evil 
•eat  and  terrible.     I  see  an  evil  almost  incurable,  and  thought  absolutely  so 
myself,  as  one  among  the  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  thoughtful 
ople  of  this  country,  until  very  lately  ;  a  mischief  of  such  enormous  dimen- 
•ns,  that  it  has  proved  the  stumbling-block  of  statesman  after  statesman, 
wever  adroit  and  active  ;  whilst  cabinet  after  cabinet  foundered  upon  it, 
upon  a  sunken  rock.     What  said  that  eminent  statesman,  whose  name  I 
id  not  mention,  who  is  now  no  more,  and  of  whose  memory  I  would  neither 
'•  nor  insinuate  anything  that  is  disrespectful  ?     In  the  height  and  pleni- 

Ilie  of  his  power,  he  declared,  "  Ireland  is  my  chief  difficulty."  And  why  ? 
cause  of  the  existence  of  that  precise  evil  which,  through  the  blessing  of 
mighty  God  upon  your  vigorous  and  w^ell-directed  efforts,  is  now  beginning 
5n  daily  to  diminish  in  Ireland.  (Applause.)  If  I  had  thought  that,  in 
•  eting  here  to-day,  we  were  to  indulge  in  violent  language,  in  coarse  invec- 
3,  and  uncharitable  abuse,  even  in  expressing  our  souls'  utmost  abhorrence 
the  doctrines  which  are  professed  by  those  to  whom  we  are  opposed, 
nble  individual  as  I  am,  yet  joyfully  sharing  and  participating  equally 
'h  yourself,  my  lord,  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  are  present  on  this  plat- 
n  and  in  this  assembly,  in  the  responsibility  of  your  proceedings — I  for 
:  should  not  have  been  prepared  to  enter  upon  such  a  course  of  procedure, 
lord,  I  believe  we  are  all  of  us  here  so  profoundly  convinced  of  the  truth 
>ur  teaching,  and  the  holiness  of  the  mission  which  has  attracted  us 
vier,  that  we  can  afford  to  discard  such  poisoned  weapons.    I  declai-e  that 
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^  I  recognise,  and  I  say  it  fearlessly  before  my  brethren  and  sisters  here — mv 
Christian  brethren  and  Christian  sisters — I  say  I  recognise  among  my  Roman 
Catholic  fellow  subjects,  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  however  grievously 
gone  astray.  And  it  is  the  object,  as  I  understand  it,  of  this  Society,  to  bring 
them  back  to  the  right  fold  and  the  right  shepherd,  and  to  do  so  by  throwing 
around  them  the  cords  of  love,  of  peace,  and  of  truth.  The  errors  to  which 
Romanists  cling  have  caused  to  exist  at  present  between  them  and  us  a  gulf 
which  is  absolutely  impassable.  We  believe  that  God's  pure  and  saving  truth 
is  with  us,  and  that  the  consequences  of  error  are  fatal  to  them.  Therefore  it 
is  that  we  come  forward,  through  evil  and  through  good  report,  and  say,  "  we 
wish  to  convert  you  from  that  which  we  confidently  believe  to  be  the  deadly 
error  of  your  ways  ;  and  therefore  we  use  every  means  which  resolute  dis- 
cretion and  religion  suggest  to  us."  Now,  let  me  ask  for  a  moment,  what 
would  be  the  social  consequences  of  the  success  of  such  a  movement  as  yours  1 
Let  me  pause  to  glance  for  a  moment  at  the  past. 

When  the  debates  were  going  on  which  preceded  Roman-Catholic  Emanci- 
pation, one  of  the  most  clear-headed  and  sagacious  of  the  opponents  of  that 
measure,  made  a  most  remarkable  prediction.     He  said,  "  I  can  foresee  that. 
if  this  measure  pass  into  a  law,  the  effect  will  be  this  " — and  I  beg,  my  lord, 
your  attention  to  it  as  a  member  of  the  legislature — "  It  will  give  the  Pope  of 
Rome   in   the  course  of  some  twenty  or  thii-ty  years" — and  that  Act  was 
passed  in  the  year  1829 — "a  compact  phalanx  of  some  sixty,  or  even  eighty 
members,  who  will  be  his  representatives  in  the  House  of  Commons  ;  and 
when  parties  are    divided    into    two,  will  hold  both  in  check,   and    enable 
him  to  govern  us,  by  turns,  by  both." — (Loud  cries  of  hear.)     I  ask  now. 
whether  what  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Colquhoun  has  alluded  to  in  hi^ 
eloquent   speech   is  a  fiction,  or  a  reality?   (Hear,  hear.)     It  is  a  practical 
political  exigency  with  which  we  have  now  to  deal ;  and  how  do  you  propose 
to  meet  it  ?     By  laying  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  deadly  upas  tree  !     I  under- 
stand that,  during  the  very  few  years  you  have  been  in  existence,  you  have 
numbered  and  are  numbering  your  converts  by  hundreds,  thousands,  and  tens 
of  thousands.      What  will  be  the  result  of  that  process  if  you  be  able  to  cari'} 
it  on  ?     Surely,  a  rapid  decay  in  the  powers  of  the  Irish  Priesthood.     (Ap- 
plause.)    And  I  cannot  help  saying — with,  I  repeat  it,  a  sincere  wish  t( 
speak  with  the  utmost  temper  and  forbearance,  though  at  the  same  time 
with  a  religious  faithfulness, — that  I  believe  the  Romish  priesthood  in  Ire 
land  to  be  a  deadly  blight  upon  the  social,  moral,  and  religious  interests  oj 
Ireland  !  that  I  believe  it  is  really,  in  point  of  fact,  an  ulcer  eating  into  the 
very  vitals  of  society  there,  and  that,  unless  you  are  resolved  to  probe  to  th( 
very  depths  of  that  ulcer,  and  apply  to  it  a  searching,  though  sharp,  remedy 
all  our  talk  here,  and  anywhere  else,  is  mere  sound  and  fury,  signifpn^ 
nothing.  (Hear,  hear.)     Now,  then,  let  us  see  whether  or  not  there  is  gooc 
evidence  of  the  reality  of  your  movement.     Not  long  ago,  perhaps  not  mort 
than  a  fortnight,  an  admission  was  made  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  one  no' 
apt  to  make  such  an  admission  willingly, — I  mean  Earl  Grey, — of  a  very  im  , 
portant  fact,  which  has  received  a  remarkable  corroboration  in  the  column? 
of  this  very  day's  Times.   It  had  been  stated  in  the  course  of  the  debate, — ane 
who  can  doubt  it  ? — that  if  the  Roman  Catholic  peasantry  of  Ireland  couk  ] 
only  have  fair  play,  and  not  be  coerced  in  their  consciences,  and  dragoonee 
in  their  understandings  and  social  relations,  Protestant  principles  would  b< 
soon  predominant,  and  Roman  Catholic  would  become  Protestant  Irelanci 
And,  in  support  of  this  assertion,  it  was  averred,  that  when  the  Romai 
Catholic  emigrant  from  Ireland  arrived  in  the  United  States  of  America  h- 
became  marvellously  soon  a  Protestant !  (Loud  api:>lause.)     That  was  state* 
by   an   opponent   of  my   Lord   Grey,  and   Earl  Grey  most   distinctly  an* 
frankly  admitted  the  statement  to  be  true.  (Vehement  plaudits.)     So  mucl 
for  a  fortnight  ago.     Now  what  do  I  see  in  the  Times  newspaper  of  this  ver 
day  ?   Why,  a  statement  so  remarkable  that,  if  we  had  sought  to  manufactur 
one  to  suit  our  purposes,  we  could  not  have  been  so  successful ;  and  wit] 
your  leave,  I  will  read  it  to  the  meeting.     The  point  is  this, — to  show  that,  i 


you  only  go  ou  with  your  glorious  work  in  Ireland,  you  are  effecting  n 
degreo  of  good  which  our  fair  friends  (whom  I  am  glad  to  see  in  such  numbers 
here,  and  so  evidently  impressed  with  the  subject)  cannot  appreciate  at 
present,  with  all  their  good  wishes,  but  of  which  they,  their  children,  and 
their  children's  children  will  as-^uredly  reap  the  rich  results.  Remember,  the 
point  we  are  dealing  with  at  present  is  this,  "  Ireland  is  my  great  difficulty." 
The  Imperial  Legislature  has  done  eveiything  in  its  power — has  apparently 
exhausted  all  its  resources  (hear,  hear),  to  put  an  end  to  the  mischiefs  which 
it  recognizes  in  Ireland,  by  liberal  and  beneficial  legislation  ;  a  fact  which 
none  can  truthfully  deny.  We  know  how  every  attempt  to  elevate  the 
social  condition  of  Ireland  has  hitherto  been  met.  We  know  that  it  is  met 
by  a  conspiracy,  strenuously  supported  by  the  Vatican  itself,  which  has  for 
its  object  the  putting  out  the  light  of  conscience,  as  well  as  the  extinguishing 
the  lamp  of  truth,  aye,  even  glaring  iihysical  truth.  I  say,  however,  that, 
with  God's  help,  if  you  go  on,  that  conspiracy  shall  be  defeated.  (Applause.) 
But  let  me  not  forget  the  statement  which  I  find  in  the  columns  of  to-day's 
Times  :— 

'The  letter  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Mullen,"  who  is  a  Roman  Catholic  clergyman, 
and  I  believe  at  present  in  New  Orleans,  "  extracts  from  which  appeared 
about  a  fortnight  since  in  the  Times,  has  created  a  perfect  ferment  among  the 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  His  unsuspected  testimony  to  the  wholesale 
abandonment  of  the  Romish  faith  by  the  thousands  of  the  emigrants  who 
have  left  Ireland  for  life  and  liberty  (hear,  hear),  has  sounded  the  key-note 
of  alann  from  Carrickfergus  to  Kinsale. 

''  On  Sunday  week  the  Rev.  Mr.  Birmingham,  P.P.,  of  Borrisokane,  warned 
his  congi'cgation  against  emigration  to  America" — aye,  well  he  might,  against 
emigrating  to  the  land  of  freedom  (great  cheering) — "  and  read  a  letter  from 
a  Roman  Catholic  priest  living  in  New  York."  I  now  implore  your  grace's 
attention,  and  the  attention  of  every  person  in  this  meeting,  to  the  memor- 
able words  which  follow  : — "  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  release  from  Irish 
Roman  Catholic  associations  and  kindred,  gives  many  of  them  a  more  easy 
opportunity  of  following  their  own  judgments,  and  escaping  from  the  mental 
thraldom  by  which  they  were  enslaved  under  their  priest-ruled  religion. 
No  popular  clamours,  or  altar  denunciations  against  converts — (Loud  cries  of 
"  Hear  ") — durst  be  attempted  there  ;  public  opinion  so  discountenances  it, 
or  any  other  priestly  terror.  With  freedom  of  thought  and  action,  Protes- 
tantism must  extend  ;  and  these  are  the  reasons  which  have  roused  the 
priests  to  oppose  all  sorts  of  emigration."  Now  let  me  ask,  why  should  the 
Roman  Catholic  peasantry  be  obliged  to  traverse  the  Atlantic  in  quest  of 
light  and  liberty?  Wliy  should  you  not  enable  them  to  find  it  at  home  ? 
The  Times  of  this  day  has  been  good  enough  to  furnish  us  with  this  very 
valuable  and  opportune  information  ;  and  with  your  permisssion,  I  Avill  now 
read  a  few  lines  which  appeared  in  the  same  journal,  on  the  7th  of  October, 
1851,  and  which  had  the  effect  of  first  completely  opening  my  mind  to  the 
tact  of  your  active  existence,  and  the  magnitude  of  your  operations. 

"  It  seems  now  pretty  clear  that  something  like  a  Reformation  is  taking  plare  in  the  province  of 
Jonnnught.  We  were  unwilling  hastily  to  give  credent  e  to  the  numerons  statements  which  rearhed 
IS  on  this  subject,  because,  &c."  "Still,  however,  due  allovvar.ce  having  been  made  for  all  these 
hings,  quite  enough  remains  to  convince  us  that  the  Irish  mind  is  at  this  moment  undergoing  a 
•hange  nf  incalculable  inportance,  and  .shaking  off,  at  any  mte  in  some  degree,  the  fetters  of  its 
indent  faith." ...  .^*  In  the  missions  of  the  Irish  Protestant  Church,  which  have  achieved  such  signal 
-access,  wp  recognize  a  ju.'it  and  fair  reprisal  for  the  arrogant  aggressions  of  the  Pope.  In  answer 
0  h's  lulls,  they  have  published  the  Scriptures,  and,  while  he  is  threatening  our  ('town  and 
'ierarn/iy.  they  sapthefon/idations  of  his  nower  by  disseminating  the  word  of  God  among  his  people , 
Ve  trust  that  those  who  have  undertaken  this  great  work  trill  not  lack  public  .sympathy  and 
upport.' 

Now,  I  ask,  is  there  a  single  person  here  present  who  will  decline  to  join  me 
n  thanking  the  Times  for  having  applied  this  timely  and  wholesome  stimulus 
0  flagging  or  lukewarm  energy,  and  encouragement  to  active  exertion  \  But 
et  us  see  whether  or  not  this  statement  of  the  Times,  which  is  in  point  of 
act  a  great  Protestant  organ — (Applause) — is  supported  by  what  the  Roman- 
3ts   say  themselves.     Until  I  read  the  following  passage  (which  is  very  brief, 
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but  very  significant)  I  still  had  my  misgivings  as  a  calm  Englishman,  Avheth^r 
you  were  not  a  little  too  sanguine,  and  had  possibly  over-estimated  the  extent 
of  your  operations  ;  but  when  I  found  the  enemy  himself  hoisting  the  flag  ot 
distress,  what  was  I  to  say,  but  that  your  work  is  proving  itself  a  great  work, 
and  in  its  present  stage  supplies  you  with  every  conceivable  inducement  to 
its  prosecution  ?  (Applause.)  In  the  Dublin  Evening  Post,  of  November, 
11th,  1851,  (itself  a  zealous  Eoman  Catholic  organ,)  you  will  see  the  following 
most  excruciating  confession  of  the  extent  to  which  you  have  driven  the  iron 
into  the  very  soul  of  Roman  Catholic  priestcraft  in  Ireland.     It  says — 

"  We  learn  from  unqucstionahle  Catholic  authority,  that  the  success  of  the  proselytizers  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  country,  and  we  are  told,  in  the  metropolis,  is  beyond  all  that  the  worst  7n\sf!^ivin^s 
could  have  dreamt  of.  (Immense  cheering.)  There  is  not  only  no  use  in  denying  these  stutfinents, 
hut  it  would  he  an  act  of  treachery  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Catholic  Church  to  conceal  them,  or 
even  to  pass  the  matter  over  its  a  thing  of  no  great  moment.  But  there  is  no  Catholic  who  does  not 
regard  the  movem''nt — if  he  be  a.  senMhle  and  sincere  one,  and  not  a  brawler  and  a  mountebank 
— with— we  were  going  to  say,  dismay-  but  we  shall  substitute  for  the  word — indignati  m  and  sliavie." 

And  on  the  8th  of  November,  1851,  the  Tablet  newspaper  contained  two 
lines,  which  are  indeed  an  exhilarating  pendant  to  the  preceding.  It  says — 
"  We  repeat  that  it  is  not  Tuam,  nor  Cashel,  nor  Armagh,  that  are  the  chiel 
seats  of  successful  proselytism,  but  this  very  city  (Dublin)  in  which  we  live." 
(Vociferous  plaudits.)  My  lord  duke,  do  you,  do  we,  want  encouragement '{ 
Here  it  is  ! — (cheering) — involuntarily  offered  by  the  enemy  himself,  and, 
therefore,  to  be  regarded  as  a  groan  from  the  very  den  of  the  dragon.  (Hear, 
hear.)  My  lord,  I  am  sorry  thus  to  have  occupied  so  much  of  your  tune,  but 
allow  me  a  moment  or  two  longer  to  say  that  I  do  in  my  conscience  believe 
the  period  will  soon  arrive  when  a  vast  multitude  of  people,  who  are  at  pre- 
sent not  acquainted  with  the  reality  of  your  doings,  having  taken  no  pains 
to  apprise  themselves  of  that  reality,  will  wish  that  they  had  been  partakerf- 
with  you  in  the  glory  of  originating  this  movement.  They  will  be  glad  then 
to  "  share  the  triumph  and  partake  the  gale,"  which  has  already  brought  us  tc 
the  commencement,  the  "  Dawn,"  of  another  "  Great  Reformation."  (Loud 
applause.)  My  lord,  we  are  at  this  moment  standing  upon  the  very  threshold 
of  an  appeal  to  the  country,  fraught  with  incalculable  consequences.  (Hear, 
hear,  hear.)  I  know  that  politics  are  banished  from  this  meeting  ;  but  I  say 
we  are  standing  on  the  threshold  of  a  great  and  momentous  appeal  to  the 
country,  and  I  believe  the  predominating  question  will  be  as  to  the  preserva- 
tion or  surrender  of  our  Protestant  institutions.  The  day  of  battle  has  ai 
length  arrived  in  earnest ;  and  we  shall  find  that,  in  order  to  conquer  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  in  this  kingdom,  it  will  be  necessary  to  present  to  if 
a  firm  and  united  front.  My  lord,  do  you  want  to  countervail  their  attempt 
to  Romanize  England  1  take  you  good  care  to  Protestantize  Ireland  !  Recol- 
lect that  Rome  never  changes  !  Her's  is  a  mere  worldly  system,  possessed,  ir 
the  midst  of  her  foul  corruptions,  of  just  so  much  religious  truth  as  enable;^ 
her  to  acquire  a  transcendent  influence  over  the  enslaved  faculties  of  mankind 
whom  she  palsies,  in  order  to  corrupt;  and  that  the  moment  Rome, — who,  ever 
with  consummate  skill,  accommodates  her  resources  to  the  well-known  weak- 
nesses of  human  nature, — finds  that  we  have  discovered  the  main-spring  oi 
her  movements,  she  will  put  forth  her  utmost  powers  to  blind  our  eyes,  ir 
order  to  prevent  her  own  destruction.  But  surely  now  is  the  time  for  renewed 
and  redoubled  energy.  Now,  I  believe  the  opportunity  is  near  at  hand,  wher 
you  may  strike  a  heavy  and  destructive  blow  at  that  colossal  fabric  of  fraud— 
at  her  corruptions  both  spiritual  and  intellectual, — for,  to  be  sure,  they  art 
now  deliberately  telling  us  that  the  sun  moves  round  the  earth  ! — (laughter^ 
— aye,  that  is  what  has  been  publicly  stated  and  taught  by  an  Italiar 
priest  in  Ireland,  who  will  by-and-by,  it  is  said,  strut  about  there  as  another 
Cardinal,  as  does  our  Dr.  Wiseman  here  !  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the 
Queen,  and  the  laws  of  our  country.  The  Pope  and  his  advisers  are  thoroughh 
alive  to  the  exigencies  and  the  advantages  of  the  hour ;  t/wf/  will  not  lose 
their  opportunity,  but  will  improve  it  to  the  uttermost,  with  sedulous  skil: 
and  energy.     I  most  clearly  foresee,  and  with  profound  anxiety,  that  unless 
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there  be  retunied  to  Parliament,  on  tlie  next  appeal  to  the  constituencies  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  an  overwhelming  amount  of  Protestant  power,  you 
will  have  the  memorable  prediction  of  1828,  to  which  I  have  referred,  verified 
to  the  very  letter.  The  ro|)e  in  the  Vatican,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  is 
sufficiently  discomfited  by  the  reality  of  your  operations  in  Ireland,  and  is 
even  now  instructing  his  emissaries  to  deny  or  falsify  them,  or  else  to  encounter 
them  with  ten-fold  energy  of  opposition  and  counteraction.  But  if  yon  only 
persevere, — and  who  shall  doubt  that  you  will  ? — I  believe  he  will  not  have 
power  to  play  battle-dore  and  shuttlecock,  as  he  would  like,  with  parties  in 
the  British  House  of  Commons.  I  hope  that  at  every  hustings  throughout 
the  land  one  sine  qua  non  will  be  insisted  upon — "  "Will  you  oppose  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  in  every  shape — in  every  disguise  in  which  it  may  present 
itself,  and  in  whatever  direction  ?"  (Loud  a])plause.)  I  say,  let  there  be  no 
paltering  ;  no  parleying  ;  no  surrender.  (Immense  cheering.) 

It  is  a  war  of  extermination  ;  and  so  it  ought  to  be,  for  the  contest  is 
Iween  truth  and  error.  (Renewed  applause.)  Each  party  is  crying  with 
convulsive  energy,  as  ^vell  they  may — Delenda  Carthago  I  They  say  they  will 
never  rest,  and  so  says  the  present  Pope  in  the  encyclical  letter  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  and  wdiich  he  issued  for  the  edification  of  Christendom  when  he 
ascended  the  so-called  Chair  of  St.  Peter.  He  says — away  with  your  Bible 
Societies  and  Bibles  ! — and  let  "  No  faith  be  kept  with  heretics  ;"  and  so  we 
in  our  tui-n,  say  that  we  can  hold  no  faith  with  those  who  are  aiming,  with 
deadly  pertinacity,  at  the  subversion  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties  ;  and 
your  Society  is  skilfully  countermining  the  enemy  of  our  institutions.  I  ask, 
you,  then,  every  one  of  you,  individually,  to  make  this  matter,  in  your  families 
and  in  your  respective  spheres  of  action,  not  a  matter  of  mere  idle  talk  and 
•  exultation.  You  have  come  to  this  great  meeting,  and  may  have  heard,  or 
may  yet  hear  things  calculated  to  stir  your  hearts  ;  don't  go  away  and  forget 
all  !  Tliat  would  be  but  playing  the  game  of  Romanism.  This  is,  believe 
me,  a  truly  personal  matter  to  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  of  us  !  and, 
alluding  once  more  to  the  responsibility  with  which  God  always  surrounds 
the  perception  of  opportunities,  I  do  in  my  conscience  believe,  that  if  we 
deliberately  neglect  the  door  which  is  now  open  before  us  in  Ireland,  and 
it  may  be  quickly  and  forever  closed  upon  us,  our  children's  children 
w' ill  cry  "  Shame  "  upon  us,  and  when  we  are  in  our  dishonoured  graves, 
accuse  us  of  having  been  either  blind  at  heai't,  or  insincere  in  loyalty, 
and  devotion  to  the  Protestant  religion.  For  why  are  we  Protestants  % 
Your  hearts  tell  you.  Because  we  protest  against  mortal  corruptions 
of  our  faith  !  But  there  is  much  more,  and  fouler.  I  am  not  going  to 
pollute  the  ears  of  ladies,  or  defile  my  own  lips,  by  mentioning  disclosures 
with  which  we  have  latterly  been  made  too  familiar  ;  but  I  ask  you,  in  con- 
sideration of  this  forbearance,  to  give  all  the  more  implicit  faith  to  those 
persons  whose  miserable  and  almost  demoralizing  duty  it  has  been  to  examine 
into  the  working  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  to  give  them  credit  for 
speaking  the  truth  when  they  tell  you  that  there  are  no  persons  upon  earth 
who  have  a  deeper  stake  in  uprooting  the  heresy  of  the  Popish  form  of  reli- 
gion than  you,  women  of  every  age,  of  every  degree,  and  of  every  relation  in 
life.  Unless  we  are  to  disbelieve  the  evidence  of  our  senses  and  of  witnesses 
who  do  not  and  cannot  lie,  every  relation  of  life  is  liable  to,  and,  indeed,  is 
the  constant  subject  of  disturbance  and  visitation,  for  the  purpose  of  re-edi- 
fying that  structure,  that  black  towering  structure  of  Papal  domination  which 
received  its  first  blow  at  the  hands  of  immortal  Martin  Luther — (loud  applause), 
— but  is  now  being  rebuilt  with  extraordinary  energy  and  determination. 
Well,  then,  I  say  to  this  Society  and  its  friends,  buckle  on  your  armour,  and 
go  forth  to  the  fight  into  Ireland,  England,  and  Scotland  !  Keep  your  eyes 
steadily  fixed  on  the  political  and  religious  objects  of  which  I  have  been 
speaking,  and  so  be  working  for  both  time  and  eternity.  And  to  quicken 
your  exertions,  know  that,  in  Ireland,  your  own  brethren  and  sisters  are 
encountering  at  this  moment  all  manner  of  inconvenience,  danger,  persecu- 
tion, and  insult,  to  a  degree  of  which  we,  in  our  drawing-rooms,  and  on  this 
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plailbrm,  aud  in  this  hall,  aud  in  this  laud  of  liberty^  know  nothing  at  all 
Before  I  sit  down  let  me  again  implore  you  (for  I  foresee  aa  clearly  as  day- 
light what  is  about  to  take  place)  not  to  lose  sight  of  that  community  of  the 
two  churches  which  we  should  ever  keep  in  view  in  all  our  operations.  Talk 
of  the  Irish  Church  !  there  is  no  Church  of  Ireland  as  contra-distinguished  to 
the  United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland.  If  that  United  Protestant 
Church  suffer  in  one  member,  it.  suffers  in  all.  Our  astute  enemy  knows 
that  a  blow  aimed  at  the  Irish  branch  of  the  English  Church  will  tell  here  ; 
and  therefore  he  is  subtle  in  disguising  his  present  intentions.  I  say  there  is 
no  diiference  between  the  two  churches ;  and  that  the  English  Church  and 
the  Irish  branch  of  that  Church  is  a  Church  of  peace  and  love.  I  would  say, 
also,  observing  the  deference  you  pay  to  the  episcopal  authority  in  Ireland, 
that  this  Society  is  really  a  Church  Mission  anxious  to  do  w^Jiat  it  can  for 
every  one,  but  still  with  a  religious  observance  of  the  subordination  of  eccle- 
siastical rights  and  of  duties.  If  this  were  not  so,  I  for  one  should  not  have 
been  here  to  day.    Our  Church  is  now  indeed  fulfilling  her  heavenly  mission  I 

0  that  her  spu'it  might  be  undisturbed  by  internal  dissensions  and  anxieties  ! 
Let  all  say,  with  affection  and  reverence,  Frai/  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem ; 
They  shall  prosper  that  love  thee  !  Peace  he  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity 
within  thy  palaces  !  For  my  brethren  and  companions' sake,  I  will  now  say ^ 
Peace  he  within  thee  I  But  if  we  neglect  or  despise  the  opportunities  M'liich 
Providence  has  presented  to  us  in  such  a  manner  as  challenges  all  our  sense 
of  moral  and  religious  responsibility,  we  are  worthy  of  being,  and  likely  to 
be,  degraded  from  our  present  lofty  national  position  among  the  people  of  the 
earth.  Our  civil  and  religious  liberties  are  now  at  stake,  and  the  welfare  of 
our  posterity ;  nay,  we  are  guilty  of  ineffable  ingratitude  and  impiety  if  we 
neglect  or  lightly  esteem  so  mighty  an  opportunity  as  now  presents  itself. 

1  call  to  mind,  indeed,  and  I  trust  I  may  be  forgiven  for  concluding  with  it, 
a  very  fearful  passage  in  Scrijjture — a  denunciation  addressed  to  those  who 
disregarded  the  pointings  of  the  awful  finger  of  Deity  in  the  regulation  of 
human  affairs,  "  CWse  ye  Meroz^said  the  angel  of  the  Lord;  c-wse  ye  bitterly 
the  inhahitanis  thereof,  because  they  came  not  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help 
of  the  Lord  agaiiut  the  mighty T  (Loud  applause.) 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  here  vacated  the  chair,  and  was  succeeded  by  tha 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  Carr. 

The  Rev.  John  Nash  Griffin,  Minister  of  Harold's-cross  Church,  Dublin. — 
My  Lord,  I  beg  to  move  the  following  resolution  : — 

"That  the  enlarged  spirit  of  enquiry  amongst  the  Romanists  generally,  no  less  than 
the  special  evidences  of  the  progress  of  conversion  in  particular  localities,  affords  ground 
of  much  encouragement  for  a  continuance  in  the  course  hitherto  pursued  by  the  Society  ; 
and  that  an  earnest  appeal  be  made  to  the  friends  of  Protestant  Christianity  for  increased 
help,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  increased  aud  increasing  success,  and  for  persevering 
prayer  for  the  Divine  blessing  on  the  Society's  labours." 

My  Lord,  when  I  received  the  invitation  of  the  Committee  to  speak  at  this 
meeting,  though  labouring  under  a  cold,  I  felt  that  that  request  should  be 
regarded  by  me  as  a  command  ;  and  that  when  Christians  in  England  were 
manifesting  such  interest  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  my  countrymen,  I  could 
not  hesitate  to  respond  to  the  call  of  those  honoured  individuals  who  are 
leading  this  mighty  movement.  (Hear,  hear.)  When  turning  in  my  mind 
the  topics  upon  which  it  would  be  most  suitable  for  me  to  speak  at  this  meeting, 
it  occurred  to  me  that,  as  an  Irish  clergyman,  who,  in  the  Providence  of 
God  has  been  permitted  to  take  some  part  in  this  work,  and  who  has  many 
opportunities  of  knowing  the  state  of  thmgs  in  various  parts  of  Ireland,  I  had 
just  three  things  to  do — first,  to  thank  the  people  of  England  for  their  sym- 
pathy for  my  country  ;  secondly,  to  state  very  briefly  one  or  two  facts,  in 
order  to  prove  that  the  work  is  a  reality,  and  to  show  the  extent  of 
the  spiiit  of  enquiry  amongst  Ihe  Roman-Catholic  population  of  the  sister 
country  ;  and,   laafcly,   to    urge    iq)on   the    Christians   of  England    increajjed 
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and  continued  exertions,  until  they  bring  tills  migbty  work  to  a  final  and 
glorious  issue.  (Applause.)  I  fuel,  iny  Lord,  that  the  highest  reward  for 
doing  good  is  tlie  consciousness  of  doing  it.  Still,  gratitude  is  a  duty,  and 
gratitude  should  find  expression  in  the  language  of  tiianlvfulness.  In  the 
name,  thei'efore,  of  my  brethren  in  the  ministry,  in  the  name  of  tho 
Christian  hiity  in  the  sister  country,  and  in  the  name  of  those  llimian- 
Catholics  who,  through  your  instrumentality,  have  tasted  the  blessings  of 
the  Gospel,  yea,  and  even  of  those  who  are  still  thirsting  for  liberty,  I  offer 
to  this  meeting,  as  the  representative  of  Christian  England,  the  warmest 
thanks  of  the  Irish  heart.  (Applause.)  There  is  one  individual  whom  if  I 
did  not  name  I  should  be  wanting  in  duty, — one  to  whom,  in  the  Providence 
of  God,  all  that  has  been  achieved  must  be  ascribed,  and  who  while  he  haa 
been  honoured,  is  deeply  humbled  at  being  raised  up  as  an  instrument  of  good 
to  Ireland.  I  need  scarcely  say  I  mean  the  Rev.  Alexander  Dallas.  (Loud 
applause.)  He  luts  lived  to  see  his  most  sanguine  expectations  more  than 
fully  realized,  and  t:)  hear  it  confessed  even  by  those  who  at  first  regarded 
him  as  an  enthusiast,  that  his  hopes  were  not  visionary  dreams.  (Hear, 
hear.)  I  believe  that  the  result  of  his  work  will  not  be  fully  known  till  that 
day  when  the  book  of  life  is  opened,  and  when  the  redeemed  Church  of  Christ 
will  stand  around  the  throne  ;  but  he  has  already  been  permitted  to  see  the 
dawn  of  a  second  Reformation  rising  upon  Ireland,  I  speak  the  language  of 
truth  and  soberness  when  I  say  that,  since  the  sixteenth  century,  in  no  king- 
dom or  nation  under  heaven  has  there  been  such  a  mighty  and  important 
spiritual  movement  as  is  at  this  moment  taking  place  in  Ireland.  (Loud 
applause.)  The  concurrence  of  many  circumstances  proves  that  it  is  of  God. 
The  miiversal  spirit  of  enquiry  amongst  the  Romanists — the  awakening  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty  of  the  Irish  Clergy  with  reference  to  the  Roman-Catholic 
population — and  the  deep  sympathy  of  the  English  nation,  are  thmgs  which 
never  before  w^ere  combined.  It  is  true  that  at  former  periods  the  attempt 
was  here  and  there  made,  and  the  call  to  come  forth  from  Rome  was  given  by 
one,  and  another,  and  another,  but  that  call  was  heard  in  vain — it  passed  away 
as  the  idle  wind  and  left  no  impression  behind. 

Often  and  often  did  that  faithful  champion  of  the  truth,  with  whom,  before 
his  coming  to  tiiis  country,  it  was  my  happy  privilege  to  be  associated,  and 
to  w^hom  it  has  been  my  honour  to  succeed — tiie  Rev.  Robert  M'Ghee,  (loud 
applause,) — often  did  he  call  upon  the  Irish  Clergy  to  stand  Yorth,  and,  taking 
the  sword  of  the  spirit,  manfully  to  wage  war  against  the  strongholds  of 
Satan  ;  but  too  often  his  appeal  was  answered  by  a  confession  of  inability,  by 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  importance  of  the  controversy,  but,  accompanied 
with  a  statement  that  the  time  and  circumstances  did  not  permit  of  its  being 
commenced  ;  whereas  now,  the  mass  of  the  people  are  waiting  for  the  tyrants' 
power  to  be  broken,  and  there  is  many  a  noble  faithfid  champion  of  the  truth 
ready  to  appear  before  them,  bearing  the  commission  of  Jehovah,  a,nd  saying — 
"I  AM  hath  sent  me  unto  you."  (Applause.)  I  wish  to  impress  on  the  meet- 
ing one  iniportant  fact,  it  is  this — that  while  the  })resent  movement  in  Ireland 
has  been  considerably  advanced  by  the  operations  of  this  Society,  that  move- 
iment  does  not  owe  its  oiigin  to  it,  but  the  Society  is  rather  the  creation  of  a 
I)re-existing  state  of  feeling,  the  reality  of  which,  in  the  Providence  of  God, 
was  forced  upon  the  mind  of  Mr.  Dallas.     (Loud  applause.) 

I  shall  now  as  briefly  as  possible  proceed  to  state  one  or  two  facts  to  this 
meeting,  in  order  to  show  them  the  reality  of  the  work,  and  to  prove  that, 
-hrough  the  length  and  breadth  of  Ireland  there  is  a  universal  spirit  of  enquiry 
imong  the  Roman -Catholic  population.  To  do  this,  I  shall  not  enter  upon 
Juit  wide  and  interesting  field  of  labour,  Connemara.  I  shall  not  speak  of 
.Achill,  Clifden,  Castelkerke,  or  Outerard,  all  of  which  I  have  visited,  because, 
nost  interesting  statements  with  reference  to  these  places  have  been  made  by 
Mr.  Bickersteth  ;  and  if  there  remained  any  shadow  of  doubt  on  the  mind  as 
0  the  truth  that  God  has  opened  the  door  for  the  Gospel  in  those  paits  ol 
Ireland,  it  must  have  been  entirely  removed,  not  only  by  the  statements 
vhich  we  have  heard  to-day,  but  by  the  interesting  letters  recently  published 
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}}y  liim  who  is  a  uobleman  indeed,  the  venerated  and  beloved  Lord  Eoden, 
(loud  applause,)  who  has  given  his  testimony  to  the  truth  that  God  has  laid 
bare  his  arm,  and  that  he  is  delivering  that  portion  of  Ireland  from  the 
thraldom  of  Popery.  ( Ajiplause.)  I  shall,  therefore,  in  speaking  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Society,  confine  myself  to  Dublm,  and  endeavour  to  give  you  a 
slight  idea  of  the  state  of  the  controversy  in  that  city.  But  before  doing  so, 
I  would  ask  your  attention  for  one  moment  while  I  speak  of  a  part  of  the 
country  which  has  been  prominently  brought  before  the  pubhc  mind  by 
recent  circumstances,  and  I  do  so,  not  only  on  account  of  the  importance  of 
those  circumstances,  but  because,  occurring  as  they  have  done  in  a  portion  of 
the  island  in  which  this  society  has  not  yet  carried  on  its  operations,  it  proves 
the  fact  which  I  have  already  stated,  that  the  Society  is  but  laying  hold  upon 
a  state  of  feeling  universally  prevailing.  (Hear,  hear.)  Last  summer  I  took 
a  short  tour  round  the  south-west  of  Ireland — a  tour  which  I  would  recom- 
mend to  English  travellei*s,  in  addition  to  the  very  interesting  one  sketched  in 
the  last  number  of  The  Banner.  Before  comhig  over  to  witness  the  closing  of 
your  Great  Exhibition  I  visited  Cork.  From  Cork  I  went  to  Glengarriff, 
from  Glengarriff  to  Killarney,  from  Killarney  to  Dingle  and  Ventry  ;  and  in 
all  those  places  1  had  some  interesting  opportunities  of  quietly  testing  the 
feeling  of  the  Roman-Catholic  mind.  But  there  is  one  place  I  wish  par- 
ticularly to  mention,  a  place  which  unhappily  has  been  unpleasantly  associated 
with  the  honoured  name  of  Wilberforce — Kilrush.  I  crossed  that  beautiful 
and  noble  river,  the  Shannon,  which  separates  the  county  of  Kerry  from  the 
county  of  Clare.  There  is  a  promontory  of  land  running  out  into  the  Atlan- 
tic, bounded  on  the  one  hand  by  the  noble  Shannon,  and  on  the  other  by  the 
mighty  Atlantic.  Kilrush  is  situated  on  the  river  Shannon  ;  Kilkee,  on  the 
opposite  side,  on  the  wide  Atlantic  ;  and  taking  these  two  points  as  a  base, 
there  juts  out  a  promontory  some  twenty  miles  in  length,  at  the  extremity  of 
which  is  Loophead.  I  will  briefly  state  the  circumstances  which  brought 
Mr.  Wilberforce  to  Kili'ush,  and  one  or  two  events  connected  therewith.  An 
English  gentleman,  an  excellent  landlord,  Mr.  "VVestby,  who  resides  in  Lonilon, 
has  a  large  property  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  feeluig  the  duties  de- 
volving upon  hmi  as  a  landlord,  he  determined  to  open  schools  for  the 
children  of  his  tenants,  in  which  a  sound  secular  education  should  be  given, 
but  in  which  the  Roman-Catholic  version  of  the  Scriptures  only  should  be  read. 
Fortunately,  the  priest  of  the  parish  did  not  approve  of  that  arrangement, 
and  he  said  unless  he  had  perfect  control  over  the  schools,  and  could  teach 
Romanism  in  all  its  extent  in  them,  he  would  set  his  face  against  them.  It  so 
liappened  that  the  priest  had  appointed  a  day  to  meet  Mr.  Keaue,  ^I^Hj 
Westby 's  agent,  before  200  of  his  tenantry,  to  state  to  the  tenantry  the  reason  wl^BJ 
they  should  not  send  their  children  to  the  school,  and  to  hear  Mr.  Westby  s 
reasons  for  refusing  to  have  the  Romish  Catechism  taught.  Just  before  the 
meeting  took  place,  (I  do  believe  it  was  providential,)  I  arrived.  The  200  tenants 
were  assembled  with  the  priest  to  meet  Mr.  Keane.  A  conversation  at 
once  commenced,  and  the  first  moment  I  could  T  introduced  the  subject  of  the 
right  of  the  Roman- Catholic  people  to  read  the  Word  of  God.  The  priest 
turned  upon  me  and  said,  "  Sir,  1  am  not  speaking  to  you,  but  at  any  other 
time  I'll  be  happy  to  argue  the  point  with  you."  I  immediately  accepted  the 
ofier,  and  when  he  was  going  away,  on  my  reminding  him  of  his  challenge,  he 
s;jid,  "You  shall  hear  from  me  in  the  morning.'''  I  waited  a  week,  bat  heard 
nothing  from  him.  I  wrote  to  him,  but  received  no  answer.  I  then  knew 
that  if  I  left  the  country  without  doing  something  to  impress  upon  the  minds 
of  the  peojDle  that  it  was  their  priest,  and  not  I,  who  shrank  from  the  chal- 
lenge, he  would  have  triumphed  the  moment  I  left.  I  took  a  bold  step. 
Accompanied  by  an  Irish-speaking  clergyman  on  the  following  Sunday,  I  went 
to  the  Roman-Catholic  Chapel,  in  the  village  of  Cross,  half-way  between 
Kilkee  and  Loophead,  to  meet  the  people  as  they  were  coming  from  mass. 
The  priest  of  the  jjarish  had  evidently  got  an  intimation  that  I  was  coming, 
for  neither  he  nor  his  curate  olliciated  on  that  day,  but  a  strange  priest  from 
parish  forty  miles  distant  came  to  perform  the  duty.     I  brou 
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(iixler  to  introduce  myself  to  the  priest  after  mass,  and  begged  tliat  it  might 
bp  liaiided  to  the  officiating  priest.  It  was  addressed  to  tlie  Rev,  Mr.  Meehaii 
or  hi.s  curate.  Tlie  strange  }>rieHt  looked  at  tlie  address  and  said  he  would 
not  open  the  note.  He  said  "  I  am  not  Mr,  Meehan — I  am  not  his  curate, 
thank  God,  and  1  won't  open  it."  In  order  to  relieve  him  from  that  difficulty 
I  broke  the  envelope,  took  out  the  letter,  and  sent  it  to  him  to  read  ;  but  he 
got  on  his  car  and  drove  rapidly  away.  I  spoke  then  to  about  1000  people  on 
the  road  after  they  came  out  of  the  Chapel  of  Cross,  and  although  at  first  they 
were  rather  noisy,  yet,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Irish-speaking  clergyman, 
we  preached  the  Gospel  to  them  for  upwards  of  an  hour.  (Applause.)  This 
caused  a  great  sensation  among  the  people,  and  the  result  was,  that,  contrary 
to  the  priest's  command,  they  continued  to  send  their  children  to  our  school 
then  opened  at  Kiltrellig,  a  few  miles  from  Loophead,  and  then  the  priest 
began  to  employ  Home's  favourite  argument^ — that  of  cursing. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  a  priest  of  Mayuooth,  educated  at  Maynooth,  I  will 
read  a  curse  ])ronounced  by  him  against  the  children  who  should  go  to  Kil- 
trellig school,  and  against  their  parents  who  should  send  them  there. 

On  the  28tli  of  last  September,  in  the  Chapel  of  Cross,  having  quenched  the 
candles  and  rung  the  bell,  he  said  : — 

"I  prav  God  to  potir  down  all  vengeance  on  those  who  shall  send  their  ch.lilren  to  Kiltrellig 
Soliool.  iMay  the  devil  be  their  guide  on  the  right  and  on  the  left,  lying  and  rising,  in  bed  and 
out  of  bed,  sitting  and  standing,  within  and  witliout;  may  all  misfortunes  attend  their  f.irailies  and 
liibours. 

'  And  any  person  or  persons  sending  their  children  to  this  school  henceforth,  may  they  be  struck 
l)lind,  and  deaf,  s-o  as  never  to  see  any  of  their  children  again ;  and  may  the  children  sent  to  this 
school  go  wild.  May  they  never  leae"  this  world,  until  they  be  such  examples  as  that  the  marrow 
may  come  out  through  their  shin-bones.  May  they  be  pained  both  sitting  and  standing,  and  m;iy 
they  never  leave  this  world  until  they  be  in  such  a  state  that  the  dogs  could  not  bear  coming  near  their 
carcasses  when  dead.  I  pray  to  God  that  every  child  who  goes  to  the  school,  that  for  every  day  he 
spends  in  it,  tliat  his  life  may  be  curtailed  a  twelvemonth  ;  and  that  they  may  never  enj.-y  the  years  of 
maturity!  And  that  those  people  who  send  their  children  to  the  school,  that  their  crops  and  their 
goods  may  be  taken  away  by  the  devil,  and  may  all  tiiese  mislortunes  attend  any  person  taking  their 
posterity  in  marriage  thirty  years  hence. 

"  I  pray  the  Almisrhty  to  hear  this  prayer.  a«  the  Minister  of  God ;  and  I  now  strictly  command  this 
congregation  to  kneel  down,  and  pray  to  God  to  grant  my  prayer." 

[The  reading  of  this  curse  produced  a  strong  feeling  of  disgust  in  the  meeting, 
the  exclamations  of  "  horrible  !"  being  loudly  repeated  at  the  close  of  almost 
every  sentence.]  On  that  Sunday,  the  priest  made  his  congregation  kneel 
down  in  the  chapel,  and  ask  God  to  answer  that  curse.  (Renewed  expression  of 
horror.)  That  curse  was  pronounced  by  a  Maynooth  man.  His  name,  I  hesi  • 
tate  not  to  say,  is  the  Rev.  Michael  Meehan,  Roman  Catholic  priest  of  Carriga- 
holt,  near  Kilrush,  I  had  scarcely  been  a  week  away  from  the  country,  when 
Mr.  Wilbei-force  was  brought  to  it.  You  all  know  how  he  has  been  handled 
by  my  reverend  friend,  Mr.  Dallas,  and  by  Mr.  Page  ;  I  shall,  therefore,  say 
nothing,  either  on  the  ftilse  charge  of  bribeiy,  or  on  the  sul)ject  of  the  Rugby 
converts,  but  I  will  state  what  Mr.  "VVilbei-force  did.  He  went  one  morning  to 
the  village  of  Kilbaha,  near  Loophead,  and  ha^dng  received,  at  the  house  of  a 
man  named  Keating,  the  sacrament,  he  came  out  on  the  road,  and  that  man, 
who  bears  the  honoured  name  of  Wilberforce,  knelt  down  on  the  road  to 
receive  the  blessing  of  the  miserable  man  by  whom  that  curse  had  been 
uttered.  (Shame.)  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  two  facts  which  have  occurred 
within  the  last  two  weeks,  with  reference  to  that  place.  A  man,  who  in 
defiance  of  the  priest's  curse  continued  to  send  his  children  to  the  school,  and 
who  earned  his  livelihood  })y  handling  an  oar  in  a  canoe  for  a  share  of  the  fish 
caught,  went  to  his  employer  to  ask  him  for  a.  place  in  his  canoe.  The  answer 
was,  "  I  would  rather  see  my  canoe  rot  than  give  you  employment  in  it  till 
you  give  yourself  up  to  the  priest."  (Shame.)  I  will  state  another  fact  rela- 
tive to  a  man  who  continued  to  send  his  children  to  the  school.  The  priest 
actually  solicited  his  wife  to  leave  him.  (Shame.)  A  schoolmaster,  who  came 
to  Carrigaholt,  where  that  priest  resides,  was  taken  out  of  his  house  by  the 
priest's  paid  servant,  and  was  actually  drummed  out  of  the  village,  a  band 
playing  behind  him.  The  ringleaders  were  summoned  to  Kilrash.  A  gentle- 
man who  went  to  the  sessions-house  to  see  fair  play,  found  six  priests  there  to 
intimidate,  and  watch  the  proceedings  ;  and  that  gentleman,  who  merely  went 
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for  the  purpose  of  seeing  £a.ir  play,  was  mobbed  in  Kibnash,  A  thousand 
people  pursued  liira,  pelting  him  with  stones  ;  the  back  of  the  car  was  smashed, 
and  he  had  to  escape  out  of  tlie  place  with  his  life.  (Shame.)  Such  is  the 
state  of  persecution  on  the  part  of  Romanism  in  that  quarter. 

I  will  now  state  to  you  how  matters  are  in  Dublin,  and  I  will  say  but  a  very 
few  woixls  on  that  subject.  In  Dublin,  for  the  last  three  years,  there  has  been  a 
continuous  system  of  controversy  carried  on,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
meeting  sermons,  handbills,  placards,  readei*s,  &c.  I  have  here  some  of  the  hand- 
bills which  are  distributed  m  thousands,  containing  a  variety  of  questions.  The 
priests  in  the  confessional  are  tormented  with  the  questions  proposed  to  them. 
They  are  stopped  in  the  st  eet,  and  asked  to  solve  those  questions.  And  such 
is  the  interest  excited,  that  you  may  hear  the  people,  as  they  walk  along  the 
streets  in  Dublin,  arguing  on  points  of  controversy,  and  frequently  a  party  of 
Roman  Catholics  have  come  to  my  house,  in  company  with  a  scripture  reader, 
to  have  some  point  or  question  decided.  I  will  mention  a  fact,  just  to  show 
the  spirit  in  which  the  controversy  is  received  by  the  Romanists.  It  was  my 
privilege,  last  year,  to  preach  a  course  of  controversial  sermons  in  St.  Thomas's 
Church,  in  Dublin — one  of  the  largest  in  the  city.  They  were  attended  by 
crowds  of  Romanists.  During  the  whole  of  the  time  I  never  received  an 
unkind  letter  ;  but  towards  the  conclusion,  I  received  a  letter  signed  by 
six  Romanists,  which  I  will  read,  to  show  you  the  spirit  in  which  the  con- 
troversy is  received  : — "  Sir,  having  the  honour  of  hearmg  your  sermons  for  the 
last  six  weeks,  we  are  quite  astonished  to  hear  what  we  have  never  heard 
before.  We  are  sorry  for  not  hearing  your  first  sermons  ;  but  we  would  feel 
much  obliged,  if  it  were  not  too  presumptuous,  to  ask  you  to  continue  your 
sermons  a  short  time,  to  satisfy  your  Roman  Catholic  hearers  that  has  not 
heard  more  than  half  of  them."  Five  of  the  parties  subscribed  their  initials, 
stating  that  they  did  not  wish  to  make  known  their  names,  because  they  were 
Roman  Catholics  ;  but  one  who  said  he  did  not  cai'e  about  it,  signed  his  name  in 
full.  (Hear,  and  a  laugh.)  The  letter  thus  concludes  ;  "Thy  testimonies  are  won- 
derful, therefore  will  my  soul  keep  them."  (Applause.)  I  would  also  mention 
that  the  Rev.  R.  M'Ghee,  jim.,  has  been  cai'rying  on  controversial  sermons  in 
Dubhn,  for  nearly  two  years,  and  such  has  been  the  success  of  his  efforts,  that  the 
large  church  of  St.  Michan's  is  now  incapable  of  containing  the  congregation 
that  weekly  assembles,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  church  enlarged.  (Ap- 
plause.) And  if  any  Christian  gentleman  or  lady  in  England,  wants  to  know 
how  to  spend  money  in  a  profitable  way,  Iwould  say,  send  achecque  to  the  Rev. 
C.  S.  Stanford,  the  excellent  rector  of  the  parish,  to  enable  him  to  enlarge  St. 
Michan's  Church,  the  estimate  for  which  is  ;£oOO.  (Hear,  hear,  and  a  laugh.) 
Now  what  has  been  the  effect  of  this  controversy  ?  I'll  tell  you.  In  Dublin, 
we  can  already  count  our  converts  by  hundreds.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the 
people  there  is  an  awakening,  and  a  determination  to  read  the  word  of  God  at 
any  cost ;  and  the  priesthood,  who  at  first  professed  to  despise  the  movement, 
and  who,  perhaps,  thought  they  were  justified  in  so  doing,  ai"e  now  tremblingly 
alive  to  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  our  efforts,  and  are  taking  means,  if 
they  can,  to  stay  the  progress  of  the  reformation.  (Hear,  hear.)  No  later  than 
last  Sunday  there  was  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  confraternities  of  Dublin, 
in  Marlborough-street  Chapel,  in  order  to  try  and  devise  some  means  to  check 
this  movement  in  Dublin  ;  and  the  testimony  of  that  meeting  to  two  important 
facts  is  really  most  important.  I  will  read  a  brief  extract  from  the  speech  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hardiman,  parish  priest  of  Ballinrobe,  Avho  seems  sick  of  prose- 
lytism.     He  says  — 

•'  The  gates  of  hell  had  been  ftiin?^  wide  open,  persecution  in  its  worst  form  h  ul  started  forth  from 
the  infernal  abyss,  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  they  might  have  hope^  that  the  remnant  of  their 
people  would  have  been  allowed  the  solace  of  passing  to  the  ^rave  without  bemg  tortured.  (Hear, 
hear.)  None  but  the  prnces  of  hell  could  ever  think  of  converting  a  man  bv  the  force  of  hunger,  and 
not  by  the  force  of  truth.  (Applause.)  That  meeting,  however,  was  engaged  in  the  noble  work  of 
preserving  the  faith  in  the  generous  city  of  Dublin,  which  had  been  always  Catholic,  was  Catholic, 
and  would  ever  remain  Catholic,  notwithstanding  all  efiforts  to  the  contrary.  (Applause.)  But  whil»t 
thus  engaged,  why  should  they  not  desire,  as  he  was  sure  they  did,  to  protect  tne  members,  which,  if 
they  once  became  affected,  Dublin,  which  wat  the  heart  of  Catholic  Ireland,  would  soon  sicken.  If 
in  every  district  all  classes,  from  the  highest  to  tlie  lowest,  had  combined,  when  the  hydra-headed 
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monster  of  proselj  tis  n  appeared,  the  Catholic  Church  would  not  now  have  to  mourn,  »ni  the  gpreeii 
fields  of  Erin  would  i;ot  no«  be  desolated  by  the  blasphemies  of  these  proselytert." 

There  is  a  strong  testimony  as  to  the  reality  of  the  work.  (Loud  applause.) 
And  liow  are  they  nttempting  to  stay  it  ?  By  the  veiy  means  against  which 
they  so  loudly  declaim.  We  read  in  the  "  liepoi-l  of  the  Metropolitan  Central 
Committee  of  United  Christian  Doctrine  and  Religious  Confraternities  lof 
Dublin,''  that 

"  Under  the  auspices  of  our  beloved  and  venerated  Lord  Primate  and  clerary  of  this  diocese,  and 
aided  by  the  prenerous  contributions  ot  several  zealous  friends  to  religion,  who  witnessed  with  pain, 
sorrow,  and  the  deepest  aff.iction  the  shameful  efforts  of  those  paid  hirelings  who  are  trafficking  in 
the  souls  of  the  children  of  our  poor  and  miserable  fdlow-creatures,  by  trymg  to  seduce  them  from 
the  faith  of  their  parents,  we  have  ojiened  five  large  schools  for  the  re'igious  instru(*Ron  and  tempo- 
rary relief  of  the  children  of  the  really  ilestitute  poor  in  those  parishes  where  proselytism  most  abounds, 
whicli  are  attended  weekly  by  upwards  of  2000  of  both  sexes,  who  for  the  want  of  sufficient  clothing 
are  ashamed  to  appear  in  our  churches  at  catechistical  instruction,  and  to  whom,  after  we  have  per- 
formed our  catechistical  duties  in  our  different  parishes,  we  give  religious  instruction  and  temporary 
relief.  In  the  above  large  number,  we  are  most  happy  to  report,  are  llOO  poor  children,  whom  w« 
have  rescued  and  preserved  from  the  various  proselytisina  schools.  And  although  short  the  time  since 
we  have  commenced  operations,  our  schools  having  been  only  opened  in  November  last,  we  have  given 
spiritual  and  temporal  relief  to  upwards  of  21,596  poor  children  and  adults." 

There  is  an  important  statement.  It  bears  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the 
heart  of  Catholic  Ireland  is  in  danger  of  sickening,  that  the  green  fields  of 
Ireland  are  sighing  over  the  apostacy  of  her  children,  and  it  also  proves  that 
they  are  adopting  the  veiy  system  of  bribery  which  they  falsely  charged  against 
the  Irish  Church  Mission.  (Loud  applause.)  The  priests  have  pretended, 
hitherto,  to  despise  the  movement  ;  but  they  know  not  the  extent  of  the  work 
at  which  they  are  now  alarmed.  They  reckon  it,  perhaps,  by  the  thousands  in 
Connemara,  and  the  hundreds  in  Dublin  who  have  openly  left  the  Church  of 
Eome  ;  but  they  are  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  of  the  masses  of  the  people  who 
crowd  their  chapels,  thousands  are  either  shaken  in  their  faith,  or  else 
thoroughly  convinced  that  their  faith  is  false  ;  and  the  fact  will  ere  long  burst 
with  awful  reality  upon  their  minds.  (Applause.)  You  ought,  my  friends,  to 
divide  the  Roman  Catholic  population  of  Ireland  into  four  classes — ^first,  those 
who  are  thoroughly  wedded  to  the  Romish  system  ;  secondly,  those  who  are 
iwakened  to  enquiry  ;  thirdly,  those  who  are  fully  convinced  of  the  errors  of 
their  Church,  but  who  have  not  the  courage  to  come  out  ;  and  lastly,  those 
who  in  the  face  of  the  fiery  ordeal  profess  the  faith  of  Christ  crucified,  and 
nanfully  fight  under  his  banner.  Now,  if  you  calculate  the  work  which  the 
Society  has  efi'ected  by  the  last  class,  you  will,  of  course,  form  a  wrong  estimate 
>f  the  great  magnitude  of  the  movement.  It  has  already  been  stated,  that  a 
■  Roman  Catholic  priest  in  America  has  confessed  that  the  thousands  who  leave 
he  shores  of  Ireland  leave  the  Church  of  Rome.  I  will  read  one  extract  from 
he  letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mullen,  the  priest  to  whom  I  have  referred, 
vhich  appears  in  the  Tablet  of  the  10th  of  April.     He  says — 

"  Leave  the  Protestant  establishment  to  foster  in  its  rottenness  for  a  time;  it  is  a  sore  all  the 
ppearances  whereof  indicate  proximate  suppuration  ;  it  is  better  leave  it  so  for  a  time.  The  '  Eccle- 
astical  l^tles  Bill '  can  well  afford  some  delay,  particularly  when  millions  aie  perishing  in  Ireland 
ora  want,  hundreds  lost  spiritually,  and  multitudes  of  your  countrjmen  and  fellow  parishioners 
"  ?ral!owed  into  hell  here,  and  all  from  the  barbarous  system  of  land  tenure  in  Ireland.  Are  all  the 
lergies  of  the  new  association  to  be  directed  to  prevent  the  proselvtism  of  a  few  ?  Is  there  to  be  no 
)ice  raised,  no  hope  held  out  that  will  keep  the  people  at  home,  and  thus  save  millions  from  spiritual 
3st  ruction  ? 

There  is  a  secret  revealed.  We  hear  of  the  Irish  peasant  being  driven  froiaf  ^ 
le  land  of  his  fathers  by  British  legislation  and  landlord  tyranny.  But  hear 
•,  priests  of  Rome.  There  comes  a  voice  echoing  along  the  mighty  Atlantic, 
;Uing  you  that  the  peasants  of  Ireland  sever  every  tie  which  binds  them  to 
le  isle  they  love,  to  taste  in  a  distant  land  that  liberty  of  conscience  and 
eedom  of  thought  which  Romish  tyranny  denies  them  at  home.  (Applause.) 
And  this  leads  me  briefly  to  urge  upon  this  Christian  assembly  increased 
lergy  and  effort  in  this  glorious  cause,  and  to  implore  Protestant  England 
f  every  motive,  whether  of  interest  or  duty,  to  give  to  Ireland  the  Bible. 
A-pplause.)  I  trace  the  woes  of  Ireland  to  Romanism.  (Hear,  hear.)  Look 
« Ireland,  unhappy  Ireland.  For  ages  she  has  wept  tears  of  blomi  Ireland, 
i  which  the  God  of.  Jiature  has  lavished  bounties  with  unsparing  hand — ' 
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Ireland,  whose  soil  is  fertile,  and  whose  spacious  harbours  invite  the  commerce 
of  the  world — Ireland,  to  whose  hospitable  shore  the  stranger  and  foreignei' 
once  repaired,  as  the  seat  of  learning  and  religion — is  now  the  Aceldama  ol 
Europe,  a  by-word  and  a  proverb  among  the  nations.  Ask  you  the  cause  ? 
I  say  Romanism.  (Hear,  hear.)  Ask  you  the  second  cause  ?  I  say  Romanism. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Ask  you  the  third  cause  ?  I  say  Romanism.  (Hear,  hear.) 
In  that  one  word  there  are  centred  all  the  woes  of  Erin.  Yes,  we  know  it. 
We  see  it  in  its  degrading  idolatry — we  see  it  in  its  intolerant  bigotry — we  see 
it  in  its  awful  superstition — we  see  it  in  its  relentless  persecution.  You  know 
it  mostly  as  it  is  revealed  by  the  honied  words  and  smooth  sentences  of  a  wily 
Wiseman,  or  as  it  has  been  reflected  by  the  mild  but  no  less  crafty  Murray. 
Of  him  I  shall  not  speak  a  harsh  word,  because  he  has  been  summoned  to  his 
dread  account.  But  will  it  be  believed  that  that  Romish  ecclesiastic,  who,  in 
the  year  1832,  introduced  into  Ireland  the  Canon  law — that  law  which  give? 
the  property  of  heretics  to  the  Church — that  law  which  dissolves  subject? 
from  their  allegiance — that  law  which  gives  the  bodies  of  heretics  to  the  flames 
— will  it  be  believed  that  that  ecclesiastic  was  asked  by  the  ex-prime-ministei 
of  England  to  take  a  seat  in  Her  Majesty's  Privy  Council — (loud  cries  ol 
"  Shame,") — and  what  is  worse,  that  he  had  the  unblushing  assurance,  in  the 
face  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  not  only  to  confess  his  sin,  but  to  glory 
in  his  shame.  (Shame.)  I  trust  that  that  act  of  political  treason  will  hurl  foi 
ever  from  his  hand  the  reins  of  power,  which  he  had  neither  the  strength  nor 
the  energy  to  wield.  (Loud  applause.)  Statesmen  of  England,  read  the  history 
of  Romanism,  and  be  wise.  It  has  been  well  said  that  for  centuries  "  Ireland 
has  been  England's  difiiculty."  And  England's  difliculty  will  it  ever  remain 
until  England  legislate  for  it  upon  Protestant  principles.  (Loud  applause.) 
Every  Government, — every  successive  administration  has  failed  to  solve  the 
Irish  problem.  You  tried  coercion.  It  failed  ;  the  pent-up  waters  but 
gathered  strength  from  restraint.  You  tried  concession.  It  failed  ;  insolence 
gained  confidence  from  kindness,  and  interpreted  concession  as  a  mark  of  weak- 
ness. Statesmen  of  England,  make  one  more  trial, — make  trial  of  the  Bible. 
(Loud  applause.)  Give  to  my  countrymen  the  Bible,  and  give  to  my  country- 
men the  right  of  reading  the  Bible,  and  then  your  policy  will  be  successful 
(Applause.)  Let  it  not  be  said — Oh,  let  it  not  be  said,  that  throughout  the 
world,  millions  taste  the  blessings  of  British  rule,  but  that  an  island  linked  tc 
Britain  by  the  dearest  ties,  is  given  over  to  the  power  of  a  dominant  priest- 
hood. (Applause.)  Statesmen  of  England,  my  countrymen  are  slaves.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Slaves  to  a  foreign  potentate.  They  have  neither  civil  nor  religious 
liberty.  The  vassals  of  Rome  trample  both  beneath  their  feet.  I  believe  I 
say  not  too  much  when  I  aflirm  that  the  stability  of  the  British  empire 
depends  upon  Protestantising  Ireland,  and  for  this  reason,  that,  equally 
balanced  as  are  parties  in  England,  the  scale  will  be  turned  for  weal  or  woe  by 
the  voice  of  Ireland.  (Hear,  hear.) 

But  Oh  !  it  is  to  Christian  England  I  would  appeal.  Give,  Christians  ol 
England,  give  the  word  of  God  to  my  countrymen.  You  send  the  Gospel  te 
heathen  lands.  Oh,  remember  the  heathen  nearer  home.  (Applause.)  You 
have  spent  your  millions  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Before  your  face  slavery 
hides  its  head,  and  at  the  voice  of  England  the  chains  fall  from  the  limbs  o: 
the  fettered  slave.  Oh,  rise  up  in  your  might  and  majesty.  Speak  but  the 
word,  and  Ireland  shall  be  free.  Give  the  Gospel — give  spiritual  liberty  tt 
my  countrymen.  (Loud  Applause.)  Let  not  exile  any  longer  be  the 
dear  price  of  its  purchase,  but  let  them  enjoy,  on  their  own  native  land,  thai 
liberty  with  which  Christ  can  make  them  free.  Then,  <Jhristians  of  England. 
Ireland  will  cease  to  be  your  "  difficulty."  Then,  Ireland  will  ])e  happy  and 
glorious.  Then,  her  majestic  mountains,  in  their  native  wildness,  will  shadow 
forth  the  grandeur  of  her  liberty,  her  sleeping  lakes  will  reflect  the  gloiy  ol 
her  peace,  and  the  ceaseless  roar  of  the  mighty  ocean  around  her  rocky  shore 
will  but  tell  of  her  glory  to  her  happy  and  contented  sons.  I  ask  you,  then 
my  Christian  brethren, — I  ask  you  to  persevere  in  this  glorious  work.  Let 
one  and  all  resolve  that  they  will  be  found  upon  the  side  of  the  Lord,  and  tiul 


\  in  that  great  and  on-coming  day  of  triumph,  which  I  trust  is  about  to  daWii 
\    on  our  kingdom,  you  all  may  shai-e  in  the  glory  while  you  ascribe  the  praise 
unto  God.  (Loud  and  prolonged  applause.)     I  have  great  pleasure,  my  Lord, 
I  in  now  submitting  to  the  meeting  the  resolution  which  I  have  already  read. 
f       The  Kev.  Egbert  M'Ghee,  jun. — My  Lord,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen,  I  stand 
"  before  you  at  a  few  hours'  notice,  having  received  a  command  to  appear  here 
to-day,  and  take  part  in  these  proceedings,  but  a  short  time  ago  ;    and  1 
arrived  in  this  city  from  Dublin  just  at  the  time  your  meeting  was  about  to 
commence.     Nothing  should  have  induced  me  to  present  myself  here  to-day 
excei)t  the  command  which  I  have  received  from  the  gentleman  who  sits  next 
to  the  chair.  (The  Rev.  Mr.  Dallas.)     He  knows  that  I  have  nev^  refused  to 
obey  his  orders  at  any  time  to  face  the  enemy,  and  I  felt  that  it  wo\ild  be 
.   inconsistent  if  I  were  to  refuse  to  face  my  friends,  although  it  is  not  always  so 
easy  a  task.     I  am  not  going,  at  this  late  hour,  to  detain  yovir  Lordship  and 
this  meeting  with  any  lengthened  address,  and,  indeed,  almost  every  topic 
which  I  had  hastily   collected  to  speak  upon  has  been  anticipated  by   the 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.     There  is  one  point,  however,  which  1 
would  mention,  in  connection  with  that  remarkable  meeting  to  which   my 
friend,  Mr.  Griflui,  has  alluded,  and  I  will  just  read  one  sentence  which  I  sup- 
pose has  escaped  his  notice :  it  is  this.     The  Chairman,  Archdeacon  Hamilton, 
said — 

"  They  had  come  together  to  resist  the  incursions  of  the  enemies  of  their  faith,  and  he  nee.i  not 
tell  them  that  their  watchful  clergy  had  anticipated  them  in  the  movement.  The  clergy  of  that  parish 
had  do  .e  so  bv  the  authority  and  with  the  blessing  of  their  late  venerable  Archbishop,  upon  whose 
pure  and  holy  spirit  might  the  great  and  good  God  have  mercy.  (Amen.)  Whilst  living  he  had  their 
interests  and  the  interests  of  religion  deeply  at  heart ;  he  united  all  the  clergy  of  that  parish,  the 
clergymen  connected  with  the  chuich  in  which  they  were  assembled,  the  Jesuit  clergy  ot  Gardiner- 
street,  the  Dommican  clergy  of  Denmark -street,  the  clergy  of  St.  Laurence  O'Toole,  and  of  North 
William-street ;  a'l  these  he  united  into  one  compact  body,  that  they  might  the  more  effectively  exert 
themselves  against  the  iniquitous  system  that  was  going  forward  to  such  an  extent  in  the  various 
parishe-i  of  the  city,  and  particularly  in  the  one  in  which  they  were  assembled.  (Hear,  hear.;  These 
clergjmen,  up  n  their  union  taking  place,  prepared  and  circulated  an  address,  a  copy  of  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  to  the  parish;  it  whs  called  'The  Address  of  the  Association  for  the  Preservation 
of  the  Faith,'  for  such  was  the  name  of  the  society.  (Hear.)  The  faith  existed,  an  association  for  itx 
propagation  was  already  in  existd  ce,  but  it  was  found  necessary  to  form  this  association  of  the 
clergy,  regular  and  secular,  who  immediately  set  to  work,  and  had  already  collected  subscriptions  to 
a  large  amount." 

Although  there  was  long  ago  an  "  Association  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Fiiith,"  it  appears  they  have  found  it  necessary  to  fall  back  upon  their 
defences,  and  form  an  additional  association,  which  is  said  to  be  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Roman-Catholic  faith.  (Hear,  hear.)  One  more  testi- 
mony, besides  those  already  given,  with  respect  to  the  work  which  is  going  on 
in  Ireland,  I  will  venture  to  add.  It  is  from  the  speech  of  an  individual  who 
has  been  known  not  very  favourably  in  some  parts  of  England,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Cahill.  In  a  speech  delivered  by  him  a  few  days  ago,  this  sentence  occurs  : 
He  says,  speaking  of  the  great  crisis  which  has  been  alluded  to  to-day, — the 
appeal  about  to  be  made  to  the  country — "Will  the  priests  exert  themselves  ? 
I  think  they  will — they  love  their  faith,  for  half  a  million  of  Catholics  are 
yearly  disappearing,  and  if  they  do  not  endeavour  to  root  the  people  in  the 
soil,  by  endeavouring  to  procure  a  good  tenant-right  law,  why  the  grass  will 
grow  green  at  the  chapel  doors,  and  the  chapels  will  be  without  congrega- 
tions." (Applause.)  I  think,  my  Lord,  if  I  were  to  speak  for  hours,  I 
could  add  nothing  to  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Cahill  as  to  the  importance  of  the 
work  now  being  carried  on  in  Ireland.  (Applause.)  I  have  but  one  word 
more  to  say  in  conclusion,  and  it  is  this.  It  is  an  idea,  and  but  one  idea, 
which  I  would  impress  upon  the  mind  of  every  individual  present,  that  this 
work  is  of  God,  and  that  it  must  and  shall  prevail.  (Applause.)  I  ask 
Bvery  individual  whom  I  have  the  privilege  of  addressing  to  day —  and,  oli 
bhat  my  voice  could  reach  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land, 
that  it  could  come  into  the  heart  of  every  English  child,  of  every  English 
woman,  of  every  English  man,  of  every  English  clergyman  and  bishop  of  the 
United  Church — Oh,  that  this  one  idea  could  be  fixed  in  their  minds,  that 
'chis  Lj  the  work  of  God,  and  that  being  such  it  shall  prevail.     (Applause.f 
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My  Lord,  our  energies  are  proportioned  greatly  to  our  hopes,  and  I  say  this 
work  must  prevail ;  and  I  would  impress  this  idea  upon  you  in  order  to  stir 
you  up  to  an  adequate  exertion  in  the  great  cause  in  which  you  are  engaged. 
It  has  been  well  said,  by  the  eloquent  gentleman  who  addressed  you  this  day 
(Mr.  Warren),  that  the  time  would  come  when  those  who  have  been  engaged 
in  this  great  work  would  look  back,  I  hope  I  may  say  it,  without  using  a 
wrong  expression,  with  Christian  pride  at  having  been  engaged  in  such 
a  work  (applause)  :  I  say  it  is  an  honour  to  eveiy  one  who  is  permitted  to  be 
employed  in  the  operations  of  this  Society.  It  is  an  honour  to  those  to  whom 
God  has  given  the  means  that  he  should  permit  them  to  subscribe  those 
means  for  such  an  object.  You  cannot  go  forth  to  labour,  but  you  can  send 
foi-th  labourers  into  the  harvest.  It  is  in  your  power  to  do  so.  Mr.  Dallas 
is  not  the  Society.  The  Committee  are  not  the  Society.  You  are  the  Society 
for  Irish  Church  Missions.  They  and  Ave  are  your  servants  to  carry  out  your 
wishes.  You  must  supply  the  power.  You  must  supply  the  means.  If  we 
fail  in  our  duty,  dismiss  us,  and  get  men  who  will  perform  it  better.  But,  oh  \ 
fail  not  in  supplying  us,  while  we  do  our  duty,  with  the  means  of  carrying  on 
the  work  of  God.  Yes,  the  time  is  coming,  when  all  who  have  been  engaged 
in  the  work  of  duty  now,  shall  look  back  to  it  as  the  happiest  event  in  their  life, 
that  God  permitted  them  to  do  so.  (Applause.)  We  may  be  called  enthu- 
siasts, and  we  may  receive  very  degrading  names,  and  men  may  stand  aloof 
from  us,  and  they  may  think  that  our  work  will  fall  to  the  ground,  and  that 
the  day  will  come  when  that  enthusiasm  will  die  a  natural  death,  as  they  say. 
Oh,  my  Lord,  such  is  not  the  case  ;  God  has  marked  the  work  with  his 
own  hand.  He  has  endowed  those  who  are  engaged  in  it  with  an  energy 
not  their  own.  He  has  given  them  wisdom  and  power  which  they  could 
never  possess  themselves,  and  He  would  not  have  done  this  if  He  had  not 
intended  the  work  to  be  carried  on  to  a  good  result.  (Applause.)  I  counsel 
every  one  whom  I  am  addressing  to  go  forth  with  tenfold  energy  this  year  to 
that  which  they  displayed  in  the  last.  Let  the  man  who  then  gave  one 
shilling  now  give  two,  and  let  the  man  who  gave  a  pound  double  his  subscrip- 
tion, and  then  you  will  be  prepared  to  hear  what  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to 
tell  you  next  year.  And  1  warn  those  who  stand  aloof,  that  they  will  regret 
haAdng  done  so.  I  would  remind  you  of  the  words  which  our  great  poet  put 
into  t^e  mouth  of  England's  king  when  about  to  enter  upon  a  great  battle,  in 
^Viftr^Ti^'^h^  liberties  of  England  were  defended,  and  her  foes  were  humbled  : — 

*'  Gentlemen  in  England,  now  a-bed, 
Shall  think  themselves  accurs'd,  they  were  not  here  ; 
And  hold  their  manhoods  cheap,  while  any  speak, 
That  fought  with  us  upon  Saint  Crispin's  day," 

(Loud  applause.)     I  have  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  resolution. 

The  Resolution  was  then  put,  and  carried  by  acclamation. 

The  doxology  was  then  sung,  after  which  the  Right  Rev.  Biahop  CJarr 
nounced  the  beaediction,  and  the  proceedings  terminated. 
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